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SUMMARY

In 2002 Foundations Archaeology was commissioned by E.CisHan behalf of
Bryant Homes South West Limited to excavate an aré&nd in advance of
redevelopment at 124-130 London Road, Gloucester (centriGe&n SO 844 189).
The archaeological works were undertaken betw&eip8il 2002 and 2% June

2002. The archaeological programme comprised field excavatithe areas situated
within the footprints of the proposed buildings and acoead and a watching brief
on the southern boundary wall footing. The total siem@omprised 574Fmbut only
the footprint of the new buildings, covering a totabané 1646, was subject to
excavation.

The fieldwork revealed significant archaeological depgsiedominantly of Romano-
British and Medieval date, with a limited number of rnegafeatures dating to
between the 7and 19 centuries. Extensive late post-Medieval and modern
disturbance was present across the site. The re$utis excavation work need to be
considered in the light of the extensive later disturbanahich greatly hampered
interpretation of the archaeological deposits.

The earliest archaeological features comprised partRdmano-British cemetery
within which a total of 58 burials were present: 39 inhumatemd 19 cremations (20
individuals) in addition to a number of disarticulatechagns and features which
might have represented disturbed cremations or gravesiftoch no bone was
recovered. A further 17 burials had been excavated fncémetery in 1993 by
Gloucester Archaeology Unit. A number of Roman ditcpés,and postholes were
also identified.

Remains of the Medieval hospital complex were idiexati The structural remains of
the hospital were in poor condition, having been largebtroyed both when
demolishect. 1861 and by later post-medieval and modern intrusionshé&xtavhich
are likely to have represented evidence for the bounddhetbospital precinct, did
survive and suggested the hospital and its precinct had biegezl probably in the
14"-15" century. These easternmost of these ditches was apjatefrém to the

west of the boundary shown on a 1744 plan. It is possh®egfore, that the boundary
later moved further east, probably as part of the daffycentury renovation. Ridge
and furrow features were also present in the soutlohdie site.

Post-Medieval features were also present within theas#e, including a large ditch
feature, which probably forms part of the mid"xentury Civil War defences/siege
works. Other early post-medieval features included adudiich, which may also be
associated with the Civil War defences/siege works,edlsas a number of pits and
postholes. Numerous later post-medieval and moderarésatvere also present.
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1

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

2.1

INTRODUCTION

In 2002 Foundations Archaeology was commissioned byHafIs, on
behalf of Bryant Homes South West Limited, to excazatarea of land in
advance of redevelopment at 124-130 London Road, Gloucestéef(ten
NGR: SO 844 189), (Figure 1). The archaeological works wetertaken
between 8 April 2002 and 2% June 2002. The archaeological programme
comprised field excavation of the areas situated witlarfabtprints of the
proposed buildings and access road (Figure 2) and a watoiefign the
southern boundary wall footing. A watching brief was sgbsetly
undertaken on the new service trenching by E.C. Harris.

The study area was located within an area of landedeés being of
archaeological and historical interest. In accordanttethe principals of
PPG16 (Planning Policy Guidance, note 16) a programme ltdeo®gical
works was required prior to development commencing.

The excavation and watching brief was undertaken ioréaoce with the
Project Design prepared by E.C. Harris in March 2002.

This document provides a detailed description of the evadewwovered
during the excavation and watching brief and proposes a pnaggdo bring
the results to publication. The final format for publioativas not finalised in
the Project Design, although a range of possible opti@sssuggested (E.C.
Harris, 2002). This document now details the proposed publicairmat
and content of the excavation and watching brief repbis document
conforms to the specification set out in Appendicesdisaaf The
Management of Archaeological Projects (English tdget1991).

In the following sections a detailed description ofr#®ilts of the excavation
and of the watching brief is followed by an assessmeits gtated aims and
an overall assessment of the importance of thessgiwen. Finally each
major category of finds is then similarly assessediin. t

The site archive and artefactual collection wiltlbposited with Gloucester
City Museum.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND PROJECT BACKGROUND

The total study area comprised 5740athough only the footprint of the
new build was excavated, totalling approximately 1646nwas situated on
the south side of London Road (B4063), less than 1km eat$t-@ast of
Gloucester town centre (Figure 1). The site had fornmmgn a Severn-Trent
Water Depot, but was derelict immediately prior to redgwelent. Ground
cover comprised rough scrub. The plot to the west oiteehoused a disused
garage, while 20 century residential housing was situated to the east. A
narrow public footpath, behind which lay residential housingfthe 18

and 20" centuries, bounded the southern edge of the site.
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2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

According to the Soil Survey of England and Wal@sd|gy et al, 1984), the
site is situated on a natural geology of Lower Liagrian by grey to orange
brown clay. The site lay at 24m OD and was generkty éxcept for a steep
drop (30) in the north-west corner of the site where tmel laloped down to
meet London Road.

The development area was of demonstrated archaedlpgiential. Previous
desk-based assessments (Gloucester Archaeology, 1992;4&f(S.2001),
and two subsequent archaeological evaluations (Gloudsstesieology,
1993; E.C. Harris, 2001) had revealed that the area lay vathextensive
Romano-British cemetery. This document should be readnjunction with
the E.C. Harris assessment document.

It has long been known that a cemetery was poasdiah\Wootton Pitch in
the £ century AD to serve the Neronian vexillation fortre$segio XX
Valeria Victrix which probably stood at Kingsholm, regdd the earlier fort
of the part-mounted sixth cohort of Thracians. Two tooress were found in
1827 close to the junction of Cheltenham Road and London &testing to
each of these military units; one of the VI Thraciand one (now lost) of
Legio XX. Ermine Street, the main Roman road from &isster to
Kingsholm passed to the north of the cemetery. In ldn@dn period Legio
XX was transferred to Chester and Legio Il Augusta mogddiducester and
built a new legionary fortress at the sitéAD 67. Gloucester subsequently
became @&olonia, the land passing into the ownership of retired legionsaire
A branch road was constructed during the early part friod to form the
eastern approach road to Gloucester and approximately foflewvine of the
present London Road.

Previous archaeological discoveries suggest thaethetery dated from the
1% to 4" centuries and burials have been located for a knowendistof
480m between 50 London Road and the junction with the €ffedim Road.
The apparent sequence indicated that cremations weenptewards the
eastern end, becoming an inhumation cemetery closke tolbnia as the
nature of the accepted Roman burial rite changed fror#'treentury
onwards and the settled area of the town contracted.

A 4" century grave containing a bowl and coins of Gratiarphagously
been located within the site area and burials werefalsal at the St. Mary
Magdalen graveyard in 1856 (Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968). Numerousatiam
urns, some buried in stone cysts, were found at St. Matrg#@Imshouses in
1861-4. A watching brief outside the site in 1976 revealed Ratnaet
metalling, while a further watching brief of that yeavealed cremations and
inhumations probably of"24™ century date, including a possible
mausoleum. A total of 110 cremations were located in 1878rah
belonging to Mr Niblett of Wotton, but the precise lagatof these is not
known. Two military tombstones were also locatedatjtinction of London
Road and Cheltenham Road in 1827. The Gloucester Archaddiogfpund
seventeen burials within the site area in 1993.
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2.7 The remnants of the leper hospital of St. Margdéden were also expected
to be present within the site area. It is believed ltkaithony Priory founded
the hospital and parsonage, probably in the eafl\ceé@tury. The hospital
lost its means of support after the Dissolution of¥tumasteries in the 16
century and rapidly became ruinous. The hospital wastegd a charter by
James Il in 1617 and it was rebuilt in this period. Themoiinformation
regarding the main medieval hospital buildings, whaghdntirely within the
study area, with the exception of the chapel, whichdrethe north side of
London Road.

2.8 Eighteenth and fcentury plans and photographs show the buildings in their
16" century form, built around a central courtyard. Theyengiginally
timber-framed but were re-fronted after 1821. The hoshpitddlings were
demolished in, or soon after, 1861. The site was theragdesl for private
residences until taken over by the Gloucestershire Poa@p&ny Ltd from
circa 1946. The site was subsequently taken over by the Gloudesters
Water Company, later Severn-Trent Water.

2.9 The conclusions of the evaluations were thataaalogically significant
deposits were restricted to the northern half of theldpment area.
Extensive post-Medieval and modern disturbance acrosstéheslated to a
series of demolished T20" century buildings including those associated
with the Severn-Trent Water Depot was also noted duhase previous
works.

2.10 Inthe light of the evaluation evidence and thbagological potential of the
area, further excavation works were required by Glouce&stgiCouncil,
under the provisions of PPG16 (1990), to record any depoditadlidd be
adversely affected by the development.

2.11 The archaeological field works were undertaken in daooe with current
planning guidance and in consultation with Tony Walsh.@f. Harris, acting
as archaeological advisor to Bryant Homes. The excavatas undertaken
by Foundations Archaeology betweéhpril 2002 and 2% June 2002.

2.12  The excavation was undertaken to standards set thiet fioundations
Archaeology Excavation Manual (1995, revised 1997) and inccdaoce
with standards set by the Institute of Field ArchaeotsdiBraft Standard and
Guidance for Archaeological Excavations, 1994, revised 2001).

2.13 Inthe E.C. Harris Project Design the followingn&and objectives, based on
the assessment of quality and importance of depositsietazed during the
evaluation work (1995, 1997), were stated:

i) To preserve by record those burials and any archaeal®gicctures and
deposits which will be destroyed by the development.
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2.14

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

i) To record in plan, with levels, the locationariy burials of archaeological
structures revealed by the development that are to berpesl in situ.

The extent to which the excavation has successiudiyered these
guestions, will be addressed in this document.

METHODOLOGY

The excavation was, at the conception of the grd@aclude excavation by
hand of the footprints of the proposed buildings and tbhess road/sewer
pipeline. During the course of the project, however atieas subject to
archaeological intervention were redefined, followingsdtation with E.C.
Harris and Richard Sermon of Gloucester City Countié &ntirety of the
access road/sewer pipeline (Area 1) was excavated. The@rgrising the
footprint of the northern building (Area 2) was strippgdier archaeological
supervision, and features within the physical footprinthefbuilding were
thereafter excavated, although all burials were exedyaegardless of
whether they fell within the footprint. Total excavatiof the southeast
building footing area (Area 4) was initially required. hswsubsequently
agreed by the City Archaeologist and Mr T. Walsh of E.@rrid that
excavation should be restricted to the north-sougmed branch of the
footing area and that the remainder of the plot shouklbgct to an
archaeological watching brief. The trenches, which caegrthe northeast
building footing (Area 3) were stripped under archaeologiopérvision, and
were thereafter cleaned and excavated by hand. The watoieh areas
comprised the southern boundary wall footing and the easttwanch of the
southwest building footing area.

Due to site-access restrictions Area 1 was excaiafe® sections with each
section back-filled in advance of the opening of a nesticae

In Areas 3 and 4, the building footings were excavat@thased, except in
the case of the discovery of a burial. To enable thexeavation of all
burials present within, or partially within, the buildingpfangs, the
mechanical removal of topsoil and overburden outsideeobtiilding
footings was, on occasions, necessary.

Topsoil and non-significant overburden were removekedop of
archaeological deposits or natural, whichever was enemafirst, under
constant archaeological supervision. This was achidwedgh use of a
mechanical excavator with a toothless grading bucket.lédining and
excavation was thereafter conducted by hand.

All archaeological deposits and features were subjezigobropriate levels
of investigation. A minimum 5% sample, or a minimuniaf sample
section, of all linear features was required at approprggevals and all
intersections, overlaps and terminals were investigé&t@inimum 50%
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3.6

4

4.1

41.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

sample of all non-linear features was also excavatidurials were subject
to 100% excavation.

Palaeoenvironmental sampling was addressed at an onegitig between
Richard Sermon, the City Archaeologist, Roy King of Ftations
Archaeology, Tony Walsh of E.C. Harris and Dr Helezeley, acting as
palaeoenvironmental consultant to the project. It wasedgi®at, due largely
to the disturbed nature of deposits, that the potentifeos$ite was low for
anything other than charred cereal remains. It was, therefgreed that a
very limited programme of sampling would therefore takeelat the event
only a single context (507) provided palaeoenvironmental evidence

STRATIGRAPHIC EVIDENCE
Introduction

The archaeological works confirmed the presencar@aRo-British cemetery
and revealed a series of negative features of the Rperad. The limited
survival of the medieval hospital of St. Mary Magdaleses also confirmed
by a wall footing and associated drain, as well as a nuaflabtches
representing the hospital boundary. A number of othgatinee features of
medieval date, including an area of ridge and furrowerstiuth were also
present. A small number of post-medieval features witwated in the
northern two-thirds of the site. In the south of theaaa series of further
negative features of the same date were present, ingladarge feature that
may have represented part of the Civil War defences/sieges. A
significant amount of modern disturbance was presenssithe site, with the
exception of the south-west corner.

Examination of the stratigraphy across the sitealed significant
landscaping of the area during the post-medieval and mpedends. The
topography of the natural deposits considered in conjunatikbnthe amount
of overburden removed to reach the natural ground suggestedateaial
from the northern part of the site might have beened to the southern part
in order to level the profile of the site. The ovedmm in the northern two-
thirds of the area comprised either a thin skim of motigweoil directly over
the natural or 0.3m to 0.7m of post-medieval and modern durgyacs.
The natural deposits in the southern half of the aera wverlaid by
approximately 0.6m to 0.9m of overburden, which comprisdeted buried
subsoil and buried topsoil, which were overlaid by modermnoibps modern
dumping layers, or was directly overlaid by modern dumpingriay

The ground level of the site immediately prior teettigoment lay at
approximately 24m OD and was generally flat, with the ptice of the
north-west corner of the area which dropped significadkyn to the north.
The topography of the natural deposits was, however, qtfiteetht. The
area, in general, sloped down to the north-west, thd-weest portion of site
lying at 23m OD on average. The difference in height doam feast to west
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414

4.1.5

4.1.6

4.1.7

in the northern half of the site was 0.8m on averagieg23.8m OD on
average at the north-east of the site and 23.4m Oz ateintre north. The
slope down from the south-east towards the centrewas the same; the
south-east part of the area lay at 23.8m OD on avenagdjéhe centre of the
site lay at 23.55m OD on average. The south-west cdrioemver, was
lower than the rest of the area, and lay at 22.4m ©Bverage, 1.4m lower
than the highest part of the site.

The absence of stratigraphic relationships for rfeatyres and the problems
with providing other than a general date for the majaritthe artefactual
evidence, has prevented accurate phasing of every feasigerelult, some
features have been assigned a general phase; this msemateid to suggest
that every feature within a phase was contemporarystmauld the general
phasing be considered binding. For the purposes of this doctimeggneral
phases are illustrated as individual figures.

There were significant limitations to the remryvof archaeological
information. The necessity of excavating featuresnom@mber of discrete
blocks hampered general interpretation and limited tHéyala ascertain
whether features in separate areas where relatedfiGgnipost-medieval
and modern disturbance further hindered interpretationdatieg evidence
recovered from the features was also limited. Sevehalmations are broadly
dated on the presence of pottery sherds in the graweHilth were clearly
not deposited as grave goods and may, therefore, be eitithralesr
intrusive. Undated cremations and probable crematiorirpits which no
bone was recovered have been included within " century section, as
no clearly dated cremations were identified afterdhie.

Descriptions are given first by period, then in exinbumber order starting at
the lowest and counting upwards. This means that featufggas 1 and 2
are generally discussed first before those in Areasl3taHowever, within
each period section features are described in a set oréerations are given
first (where present), followed by inhumations and otbatures, irrespective
of stratigraphic relationships, although these are givegrevpresent. This
means that a8century ditch cut by and therefore stratigraphicallyiesar
than a contemporary inhumation will be described afteninhumation. As a
result a burial from Area 4 (with a 4000 context numbell)ei described
after a burial in Area 1 (with a 100 or 1000 context numlert) before an
Area 1 ditch. An Area 4 ditch will, however, be Idtafter an Area 1 ditch.

A number of probable inhumations and cremations alsodocated, from
which all bone had been lost. Where this is a high prbtyalthey are
included within the descriptive text as if they were barial

AREA 1

4.1.8

Area 1 was situated within the area of the propaseeripe-line and
access road. The area comprised approximately Z2&6d'dog-legged’
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through the site, between Areas 2 and 4. The archaealogmains present
within this area were predominantly of Romano-Britis aredieval date, in
addition to a series of substantial post-medieval featuParts of the area
were badly disturbed by modern features; a cellar (ndaedg the 1993
evaluation, Trench 1), a T@entury well (also noted in the 1993 evaluation,
Trench 6) and modern pipe trenches. A series of antgieal test-pits and
two archaeological evaluation trenches (Trench 1 ardclr6, Gloucester
Archaeology 1993) were also present in the area.

AREA 2

4.1.9

Area 2 was situated in the northern half of itiee ggainst London Road.
The area of the building footprint, comprising approximal€ig2nf, was
machine stripped to the archaeological horizons, althoanbhthe parts that
fell within the actual footprint itself were subject tacavation, with the
exception of burial deposits. The excavation area coagpapproximately
567nf, roughly half of the stripped area. The western halhefarea
contained a significant number of negative Romano-Brarsd Medieval
features. Modern disturbance was limited, although a e of post-
medieval disturbance was situated in the southeastener. The eastern half
of the area was badly disturbed by modern featuresidimg the footings of
a post-medieval/ modern building. Archaeological featymesent in this part
were limited to shallow, negative Roman features, thme@mations and a
series of cremations situated close to the roadplbisable that the modern
disturbance had completely destroyed some crematicarsy of the

surviving cremations showed evidence of serious truncaflmmabsence of
negative features in the eastern half, however, wasapty due to a lack of
archaeological features as opposed to distortion oketterd due to modern
activity. A series of archaeological test-pits wesaaentrated in the east side
of the area and an archaeological evaluation tren@n¢h 2, Gloucester
Archaeology, 1993) was also present.

AREA 3

4.1.10

Area 3 was situated in the southeast corner sitthewithin the footprint of
a proposed building. It was excavated as two separate l@dbgksed north-
south and east-west respectively. The area of exoavats restricted to the
trench footings only, as opposed to excavation of the t@epuilding
footing, except in the case of discovery of a bunddere it was necessary to
excavate areas outside the trench footings in ordeqpimse the entire burial.
The footings were mechanically excavated under constamewtogical
supervision to the top of the natural deposits or the aodbgical horizon,
whichever was reached first. The area subject to exoavedimprised
approximately 217/ The archaeological remains present within this area
were limited and predominantly undated with the excemifansmall group
of Romano-British burials and a series of medieval ralge furrow features.
Modern disturbance was mainly restricted to the south-egeser of the
area.
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AREA 4

4.1.11 Area 4 was situated at the southwest corneedtinand comprised
approximately 396fin extent. The area lay within the footing of a proposed
building, however only the north-south branch of théding footing was
subject to excavation. Features of archaeological sigmifie were restricted
to the northern end of this area. These comprisedessarintercutting
inhumations and a late post-medieval ditch, which coatha brick culvert.
Modern disturbance was confined to pipe-lines, archaealbigist-pits and a
concrete building footing. The east-west branch ofdbéng was not
excavated. This course of action was undertaken, in tatisn and
agreement with, Richard Sermon of Gloucester City Ciband Tony Walsh
of E.C. Harris. The general absence of archaeolofgesilires or deposits
within the southern part of the area suggested that divgtbrief would be
the most appropriate mitigation for the reminder ofares.

4.2 Romano-British (Figures5,6)
Pre-Flavian

4.2.1 Cremation pit [168] measured 0.54m long by 0.44m wide byrOd&@p and
consisted of a bowl shaped cut with sloping sides and arearmase (Figure
7). It contained a burial urn for a probably male matdrdtan a grey sandy
clay fill (169).

4.2.2 Cremation pit [582] measured 0.79m long by 0.5m wide byrOd&@p and
consisted of a badly truncated sub-oval pit with sté@gssand an uneven
base (Figure 7). It contained part of a burial vessedfonnsexed adult (583)
and at least one other pot in a mid orange sandy dl@yd4). This
cremation cut grave [603].

4.2.3 Cremation pit [656] measured 0.99m long by 0.8m wide byrOdE2p and
consisted of an irregular shallow sided cut with argitar base (Figure 8). It
contained an unsexed adult, pottery sherds from a miniofuhnee vessels
and nails in a mid grey brown sandy clay fill (657).

4.2.4 Cremation pit [671] measured 0.7 long by 0.4m wide by 0.2m aled
consisted of an oval shaped cut with steep sides andishflatise (Figure 8).
It contained a burial urn for an unsexed mature aduldiark brown silty
clay fill (672) from which a number of hobnails were rea@d.

4.2.5 Cremation pit [680] measured 0.09m in diameter and deéémand
consisted of a badly truncated cut of which only the bae survived
(Figure 8). It contained fragments of a single vessdank brown/black silty
sand fill (681) from which part of a round-bowled spoon wasvered. No
human bone was recovered from this feature.
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4.2.6 Cremation pit [693] measured 0.8m long by 0.72m wide byrOd&2p and
consisted of an irregular sub-rectangular cut with #cshasloping
northwestern edge and a steep southeastern edge vathsiolping base
(Figure 9). It contained a part of a burial urn for a prab&dinale of middle
adult age and a number of additional sherds in a dark obaoga sandy
clay fill (694).

4.2.7 Grave [603] was aligned northeast-southwest anduneehbat least 1.9m long
by 0.69m wide by 0.18m deep with steep sides and a flafBagee 9). It
contained a probable male skeleton (604), aged 20-25 yearsithkaown
sandy clay fill (605) from which four sherds of intrusiv8 @ntury pottery
were recovered. It was very clearly cut Byehrly 2 century cremation pit
[582] and has therefore been included within this periotdose@lthough it
may actually represent a pre-Roman burial. It was@lsdy post-medieval
feature [601].

4.2.8 Posthole [160] measured 0.47m long by 0.30m wide by 0.25m d&ep w
steep sides, shallower on its north-western edge antficagntly deeper on
its south-eastern edge, suggesting the presence of a ‘pestfigure 10). It
contained a mid grey brown sand silt with occasionalejrand charcoal
flecks (161), from which six sherds of Pre-Flavian potteeyenrecovered.

4.2.9 Pit [722] was present against the northern edge af Aeend measured at
least 7m long by 2m wide by 0.3m deep with sloping edges #atlmse
(Figure 10). It contained a mid brown silty clay (723). Nortagvidence
was recovered from this feature but it was cut Hedrly 2' century
cremation [633]. It was also cut by gully [597] and by mediehtch [623].

1%-early 2" century

4.2.10 Cremation pit [115] measured 0.45m long by 0.40m wide byn0dé&p and
consisted of a sub oval cut with sloping sides and &dls¢ (Figure 11). It
contained a burial urn for an unsexed mature adult in abgosyn silty sand
fill (116).

4.2.11 Cremation pit [518] measured 0.50m in diameter by Oi2@epth and
consisted of a sub-round cut with sloping sides and adks, partly cut
away by later feature [519] (Figure 11). It contained a buriafor an
unsexed mature adult and fragments of a second pottes} wessmid-dark
brown silty clay fill (517).

4.2.12 Cremation pit [576] measured 0.5m long by 0.45m wide byr0d2®&p and
consisted of a steep-sided cut with a relatively flaeh@igure 12). It
contained a burial urn for a young adult male, as wedkats of four further
pottery vessels and a number of glass vessels in a dgrkrgren sandy silt
fill (577).
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4.2.13 Cremation pit [585] measured 0.35m long by 0.32m wide byn0dég&p and
consisted of a shallow oval cut with sloping sides agdrdly rounded base
that had been badly truncated (Figure 12). It containedialloirn for an
unsexed infant of about 7 years in a yellow-brown sitgd fill (586). It was
cut by cremation pit [591].

4.2.14 Cremation pit [633] measured 0.22m in diameter by OdE#p and
consisted of an oval shaped cut with steep sides andoadlat(Figure 13). It
was cut into the top of feature [722] and cut in turn by medifeature [623].
It contained a burial urn for a female mature adult i grey brown sandy
clay fill (634).

4.2.15 Cremation pit [674] measured 0.33m long by 0.26m wide byn0d@éép and
consisted of a shallow sub-oval cut with sloping sale$ a rounded base that
had been badly truncated (Figure 13). It contained a hunabr an unsexed
mature adult (675) in a mid orange brown sandy clay fill (676)

4.2.16 Cremation pit [682] measured 0.55m long by 0.42m wide byn0dé&ép and
consisted of a sub-oval cut with sloping sides and a ralibdse (Figure 13).
It contained a burial urn for an unsexed old adult (683) aghfents of a
second pottery vessel in a mid brown silty clay fill (684).

4.2.17 Cremation pit [L009] measured 0.45m in diameter by 0.24epth and
consisted of a sub-round cut with steep sides and a fat(Bagure 14). It
contained a burial urn for a probable male middle adult (1@l®)3ark
orange-brown silty clay fill (1011).

4.2.18 Cremation pit [1015] measured 0.30m long by 0.28m widelByrOdeep
and consisted of a sub-round cut with steep sides angchded base (Figure
14). It contained a baby aged 0-6 months in a mid grey-bsityrclay
(1016). No cremation vessel was present. Three sherdsliamostic
Roman pottery were recovered from the fill. It cutvgrfl031].

4.2.19 Cremation pit [1074] measured 0.36m in diameter by 0.@ém ahd
consisted of a badly truncated sub-circular cut withpssggkes and a flat base
(Figure 15). It contained part of a burial urn for an unsgxeehile (1075)
aged about 13-15 years in a mid orange brown sandy clay.ditch [1081].

4.2.20 Cremation pit [4025] measured 0.48m in diameter by 0.4 8epth and
consisted of a sub-circular cut with steep sides afat ddse (Figure 15). It
contained a burial urn for an unsexed mature adult (4026) dretéfsom a
second vessel in a mid orange brown sandy clay fill (40&¥$. cremation
was present well to the south of the apparent main fofcagemations and
was located in an area, which contained a concentrafid'®-4" century
inhumation burials. It was cut by“xentury burial [4043].

4.2.21 Grave [107] was aligned north-south and measured Znioyoup to 0.63m
wide by 0.23m deep with steep sides and a flat base (Figurlt é@jytained
a ?male skeleton aged 25-35 years (109) in a mid orange baody day
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4.2.22

4.2.23

4.2.24

4.2.25

4.2.26

4.2.27

fill (108). Both coffin and hobnails were recovered fromfilhealong with a
single sherd of£2" century pottery.

Grave [1006] was aligned east-west and measuredtad.@a long by
0.45m wide by 0.15m deep with steep sides and a flat base (E@jure
contained a young male skeleton (1007), aged about 15-16 yearsdn a
orange brown silty sand fill (1008). Nine sherds $21° century pottery and
a number of coffin and hobnails were recovered fromfithi3he grave was
badly truncated and was cut by later inhumation [1012] anddayc@&ster
Archaeology Evaluation Trench 1 (1993).

Grave [1021] was aligned north-south and measured dng§nby 0.53m
wide by 0.22m deep with sloping sides and an uneven bagedR.7). It
contained an adult female skeleton (1023), aged 30-40 years pirange
brown silty clay fill from which six sherds of pottemere recovered along
with a number of coffin nails.

Grave [1028] measured 1.92m long by 0.64m wide by 0.58m deep and
consisted of a steep-sided east-west cut with an urmasen(Figure 17). It
contained a single child skeleton (1030) of indeterminatensa® orange-
brown sandy clay fill (1029), from which'tentury pottery was recovered. It
cut into the top of ditch [1026].

Grave [1031] was aligned east-west and measured 1 §toyl@6m wide

by 0.15m deep with sloping sides and a flat base (Figureti®)ntained a
female skeleton (1032), aged 20-24 years in a mid orange-Isiaovdy clay
fill (1033) from which a single sherd of“R" century pottery was recovered
along with a number of coffin nails. The grave was cutrgynation [1015],
grave [1034] and Gloucester Archaeology Evaluation Trench 1.

Grave [1034] was aligned north-south and measured @8nby 0.5m wide
by 0.26m deep with steep sides and a flat base (Figuret t8ntained a
probable female skeleton (1035), aged over 30 years in ageobaown
sandy clay fill (1036) from which three sherds o 7 century pottery were
recovered. It cut grave [1031] and was cut in turn by a nngoieand
Gloucester Archaeology Evaluation Trench 1.

Pit feature [120] was situated at the northern eAdeaf 1. It consisted of a
sub-oval cut with steep sides and a rounded base and meadifrediong by
1.10m wide by 0.42m deep (Figure 19). It contained a primarnyffiidht
brown grey compact silt sand with very frequent gravel occasional
charcoal fleck inclusions up to 0.13m in depth (126). Finds tlresndeposit
comprised a ceramic spindle whorl (special find 20) andtyveeven sherds
of 1°-2" century pottery. Fill (126) was overlaid by (121), a mid braney
compact silt sand with frequent gravel and charcoak fileclusions up to
0.30m deep. Artefactual evidence comprised thirteen fragroéits 2™
century pottery.
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4.2.28

4.2.29

4.2.30

4.2.31

4.2.32

4.2.33

4.2.34

Pit [548] consisted of a sub-oval cut near théhnweist corner of Area 2. It
measured 2.10m long by 1.36m wide by 0.79m deep with steep sidas and
narrow, rounded base (Figure 19). It contained a mid greyrbfiom, friable
sand clay with rare gravel inclusions (549) from which twerd of £-2"
century pottery were recovered.

Feature [554] consisted of a sub-oval cut near thie-wesst corner of Area

2. It measured 2.85m long by 1.02m wide by 0.10m deep (Figure 19slt w
filled with a mid grey brown friable, firm sand clay Witare gravel

inclusions (555) from which two sherds of late2[ century pottery and a
fragment of CBM were recovered. This pit was veryilgimn size and shape
to the inhumation cuts present on the site, althougimitatned a north-south
linear arrangement of stones at its northern eni. plbssible, though
unlikely, that this feature was excavated for use as a dnatvnot utilised.

Possible post-hole [593] was sub-rectangular inyatarsteeply sloping
sides and a wide, fairly flat base (Figure 20). It meakQré7m in length,
0.40m in width and 0.30m in depth and was filled with a mid grewn silt
sand with occasional gravel, chalk and charcoal flecédssarall limestone
fragments (594). It was cut by cremation pit [591] and osthwle [609].
Artefactual evidence comprised five fragments of Romarkhile and
eleven sherds oflcentury Roman pottery.

Possible post-hole [609] was oval in plan and mea8u88ch long by 0.24m
wide by 0.17m deep with steep sides and a flat base (Figurk @0ntained
a yellow brown silty sand (610) and was cut by post-hole [&88]cremation
[591].

Post-hole [611] measured 0.55m long by 0.40m wide by 0.42mwitée
steep sides and a wide, slightly concave base (Figurdt 2&)s filled with a
mid brown yellow compact silt sand (612), with frequent gkawnd charcoal
flecks and occasional charcoal fragment inclusions.filllaso contained
limestone fragments (average size of 0.15m by 0.10m by ), @8nch were
interpreted as ‘post-packing’ material. Artefactual evigeinom [611]
comprised 24 fragments of brick/tile with mortar fragitseadhering to some
surfaces and four sherds 6£2™ century pottery.

Ditch [1026] was aligned northeast-southwest andure@ at least 6m long
by 1.70m wide by 0.50m deep with steep sides and a wide lztsdeclined
to the southeast (Figure 20). It contained an orangerbsawdy clay (1027)
with few small sub-angular limestone and sandstormggrfeats and
occasional charcoal fleck inclusions. No artefactualewe was present, but
the ditch was stratigraphically earlier than grave [1028].

Ditch [1081] was only partially within the excavatawea. It was aligned
northwest-southeast and measured at least 4m longldgsa.90m wide by
0.70m deep with a steep sided western edge (Figure 21). Althoaiplase
was reached, this was not sufficient to ascertain @slgr The ditch
contained a primary fill of grey brown sandy clay (10&&neath a mid

© AMS Ltd t/a Foundations Archaeology, 109 Albiomme®t, Swindon, Wilts SN1 5LP
Tel 01793 525993 or 08700 780 555. Fax 01793 529403
Email Admin@foundations.co.uk



124-130 London Road, Gloucester: Archaeological Excavation Report

4.2.35

orange brown sandy silt clay (1082) from which four shefdshdiagnostic
Roman pottery were recovered. It was cut by crem§tidnd]| and pit [1079].
This ditch therefore, would appear to date to the eaudigrof the I century
Roman occupation.

Two sections of ditch were revealed during exaavati Area 3, both dating
to the £' century AD. Ditch [3043] was aligned NNW-SSE and measured
0.9m wide by 0.39m deep, with steep sides and a flat basedRurit
contained a mid brown silty clay fill (3044). Ditch [3045]s\aligned
northwest-southeast and measured 2.45m wide by 0.54m deeplopitig
sides and a flat base (Figure 21). It contained an orarayea sandy clay
primary fill (3046) up to 0.42m deep and a secondary fill of greyvn silty
clay (3047) up to 0.14m deep. It is possible that these tw@ssdaf ditch
represented elements of the same feature.

2" century

4.2.36

4.2.37

4.2.38

4.2.39

4.2.40

Cremation pit [146] measured at least 0.7m long by 0.68enlwy 0.30m
deep and consisted of a sub-oval cut with steep sidesgewtlg rounded
base (Figure 22). It contained a burial urn for a male kniddult (147) in a
yellow brown silty sand fill (148). A number of additarpottery sherds and
fragments of burnt bone were recovered from a holieneath the cremation
urn.

Cremation pit [158] measured 1.15m long by 0.42m wide byn0d&2p and
consisted of a deep sub-oval cut with steep sides andlg gamded base
(Figure 22). It contained a burial urn for an unsexed addlagavenile aged
about 6 years in a mid brown sandy clay (159). A singie af contemporary
date was also recovered along with a number of othedsbé¢ pottery. It cut
[172] and was cut by [154].

An adjacent post-hole [156], may have been assdaigth the cremation as
a grave marker. This feature measured 0.19m in diametdr.22wh in depth
and was circular in plan with vertical sides and a manaunded base (Figure
22). It was filled with (157), a light orange brown, contpéicm sand clay
with occasional charcoal flecks, small limestonginants and flint chips
from which no artefactual material was recoveredvas cut by the western
edge of gully [154].

Possible cremation pit [564] measured 0.35m long bynOa2&e by 0.05m
deep and survived only as a slight concave hollow containyediav brown
silty sand with charcoal fragments (565). It is probale this feature
represents a truncated cremation pit, from which no tvatiee actual
cremation survived (Figure 22).

Possible cremation pit [591] measured 0.55m long by Gvddenby 0.18m
deep with sloping sides and a rounded base (Figure 23). #icedta yellow
brown sandy silt (592) with quantities of charcoal and toclay, as well as a
small number of tiny burnt bone fragments, which wexeigentifiable to
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4.2.41

4.2.42

4.2.43

4.2.44

4.2.45

4.2.46

4.2.47

species. It is probable that this feature representseated cremation pit,
from which no trace of the actual cremation surviveduttpost-holes [609]
and [593] and cremation [585].

Possible cremation pit [644] measured 0.3m in diarbgt@ 08m deep with
sloping sides and a rounded base, which contained a midhignem sandy
clay with charcoal fragments (645). It is possible that teature represents a
truncated cremation pit, from which no trace of tbeial cremation survived
(Figure 23).

Cremation pit [666] measured at least 0.84m long by Gaédenby 0.10m
deep and consisted of a sub-oval cut with steep sideshamteaen base
(Figure 23). It contained a burial urn for an unsexed matluk €67) within
a yellow brown silty sand fill (668) from which a numladércontemporary
pottery sherds were recovered. It was cut by post-mddiéiaosthole [669].

Grave [3040] was aligned north-south and measuredsatll.9m long by
0.83m wide by 0.41m deep with steep sides and a flat base (2ijure
contained a male skeleton (3041), aged 25-30 years in a mit sendy
clay fill (3042) from which ten sherds of“&entury pottery and residuaf 1
century pottery were recovered

Grave [4022] was aligned approximately north-soutmeasured at least
1.3m long by 0.90m wide by 0.22m deep, with indistinct edges #ladzase
(Figure 25). It contained a female skeleton (4024), aged 40-5(id Brown
sandy clay (4023), from which a single sherd of intrusiv&-peedieval
pottery was recovered. No dating evidence was recovenettiie grave, but
it is stratigraphically earlier than grave [4040]. It laiitrarily been assigned
a 2" century date, but may be of earlier origin.

Grave [4040] was aligned east-west and measuredtat.@am long by
0.71m wide by 0.32m deep with steep sides and a flat base (Rigjure
contained a probable adolescent female skeleton (4041)18¢Eslyears in a
mid grey brown sandy clay fill (4042) from which threerslseof 2 century
pottery were recovered. It cut grave [4022] and was cufhln;entury grave
[4019].

Grave [4043] was aligned ENE-WSW and measured atld&sh long by
0.76m wide by 0.40m deep with steep sides and a flat base (B@jure
contained a female skeleton (4044), aged 40-50 years id aramge brown
sandy clay fill (4045) from which twenty-five sherds 8% €entury pottery
were recovered. The skeleton of a baby (4030), aged 0-6 meashalso
present within the fill. It was cut by'®century grave [4040] and itself cut
cremation [4025].

Grave [4051] was aligned northwest-southeast anslneelsat least 2.20m
long by 0.80m wide by 0.35m deep with steep sides and a fiat(Bagire
26). It contained a probable male skeleton (4053), aged 20-23iiyearsid
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4.2.48

4.2.49

4.2.50

4.2.51

4.2.52

yellow brown sandy silt fill (4052) from which six shemfs2™ century
pottery were recovered. It was cut BY @entury grave [4043].

Ditch [527] was much disturbed by post-medieval and madeivity and
therefore had no surviving relationship with other featulesias aligned
NNE-SSW in the southwest corner of Area 2 and measirkedst 9m long
by 1.15m in width by 0.48m in depth with steep, slightly corsidgs and a
wide, flat base (Figure 27). It was primarily filled w28), a mid yellow
brown plastic sand clay up to 0.29m deep, with frequent, rauindgments
of limestone and sandstone and limestone gravel, ocesharcoal flecks
and rare flecks of CBM. A number of finds were recogidrem this fill,
including sixteen sherds of%century pottery and a coin of Hadrian dated
AD 118-119 (special find 4). Fill (528) was overlaid by a mid dmeywn,
firm, friable, compact sand silt clay (529), up to 0.15m in lalepith frequent
chalk and limestone flecks, occasional charcoal flacksa few small and
medium limestone and sandstone fragments, from whiehty-six sherds of
2" century pottery were recovered. This ditch probably reptesa
continuation of ditch [1041] in Area 1.

Feature [143] was much disturbed and truncated by médrain [113] to
the east and by modern disturbance to its west, therefdy a small portion
of it was visible. It may have been a pit and measatéehast 2m in length by
at least 0.95m in width by 0.28m in depth with steeply slpgidges and a
wide, uneven base (Figure 28). It was filled with a mid gedorown firm,
compact sand clay (144), with frequent, small flint nodale$ occasional
chalk and charcoal fleck inclusions, from which five slsesf early
century pottery were recovered.

Posthole [174] survived as a badly truncated featueattemedieval ditch
[164]. The posthole measured 0.35m long by 0.30m wide by 0.19mwdte
steeply sloping sides tapering to a narrow base (Figurdt2®ntained a
light orange-brown silty clay fill (175) from which potyedating to the %'
century AD was recovered.

Feature [697] was a north-west/south-east aligtedatf which only a
length of 5.4m was visible. It was truncated by a modeam cut on its
western edge and was obscured by the limit of excavetditre east. It
measured at least 2.0m wide by 0.35m deep and appeared to hatlg a ge
sloping western edge and a flat base (Figure 28). ItilesWwith (698), a
red brown plastic silt clay, with occasional flintchde inclusions.
Artefactual evidence from the feature comprised thregfeats of possible
2" century pottery.

Feature [707] was a probable pit, although it mayhage been a ditch
terminus. It measured at least 6m long by 3m wide by Odsp with
sloping irregular sides and an uneven base (Figure 28nthined an orange
brown sandy clay fill (708) from which laté“Zentury pottery was
recovered.
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4.2.53

4.2.54

4.2.55

4.2.56

4.2.57

4.2.58

2nd_3rd

4.2.59

Ditch [1041] was present on a similar alignment thd827] and may
represent a southwards extension of that featureh [ii@41] measured
0.90m wide by 0.16m deep, with gently sloping sides and a Vladdase
(Figure 29). It contained (1042), a light brown clay sand wigllium
sandstone fragment inclusions. It was associated wi4S], which appeared
to feed into [1041].

Ditch [1045] survived for a length of 4m; between dg¢the41] and [1037].
It was north-south aligned and measured 0.60m wide by 0.1€m déh
indistinct, gently sloping sides and an uneven base (F&fi)reDitch [1045]
was filled with (1046), a light brown hard, sticky cland with frequent
sandstone fragments. No dating evidence was recoveraceftioer [1041]
or [1045c] but they were both stratigraphically earli@rtlklitch [1037] from
which 2'°-3" century pottery was recovered.

Pit [1054] measured at least 2m long by 1.6m wide by Gd&6ép) with
shallow irregular sides and an uneven base (Figure 29ntlined an orange
brown silty clay (1055), from which a single sherd 8f&ntury pottery was
recovered.

Ditch [3013] was aligned northeast-southwest andurnea at least 1.5m
long by 1.40m wide by 0.50m deep with steep sides and a roundedtbas
contained a medium yellow brown sandy clay fill (30Xé)xf which twenty-
one sherds of"? century pottery were recovered. It is likely that tieiatfire
is a continuation of ditch [3037].

Pit/posthole [3019] measured 0.54m in diameter by Gd&@mwith steep
sides and a rounded base (Figure 30). It contained a darkrgrey silty
clay (3020), with quantities of charcoal, from which folersls of P century
pottery were recovered.

Ditch [3037] was aligned northeast-southwest anduneé at least 5.5m
long by 1.75m wide by 0.25m deep with sloping sides and adts @-igure
30). It contained a mid yellow brown sandy clay (303&mfrwhich four
sherds of -2" century pottery were recovered. It is probable thatféaiire
represents a continuation of ditch [3013].

century

Ditch [154] was aligned approximately north-southraedsured at least
1.50m long by 0.63m wide by 0.28m deep, with steep sides andoavnarr
rounded base (Figure 31). The ditch terminated close taottieern extent
of the excavation area and the terminal was roundedstatp sloping sides.
It contained (155), a mid orange brown sandy clay wittasional charcoal
and chalk flecks and small limestone and flint chip isiclos. Artefactual
evidence recovered from the feature consisted of tweing/sherds of"?-3"
century pottery. It was cut by medieval drain [113].
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4.2.60

4.2.61

4.2.62

4.2.63

4.2.64

Three substantial ditches were identified withénexcavation areas,
although only small sections of the ditches survived duat¢o tisturbance.
Features [589], [654] and [703] probably comprised components of a
boundary ditch, either dividing the cemetery into ‘pretshor defining an
enclosure.

The westernmost ditch, [589], was situated acrosmttiewest corner of the
area and terminated on intersection with [654]. It wigsi@d northeast-
southwest and measured at least 14.5m long by 2.21m wide byOuf0m
deep with sloping sides and a rounded base (Figure 31). tétimet a mid
grey brown sandy clay (590), with frequent flecks andnfragts of charcoal
and occasional limestone brash inclusions, from whi@ntynine sherds of
3 century pottery were recovered.

Ditch [654] lay at right angles to [589], orientaapgroximately north-
west/south-east. The feature could be traced fromtssection with [589],
across the centre of the area to the south-easianar¢c where it terminated at
its intersection with [703]. It was, however, sevetelyncated and, in places,
completely removed by a series of modern disturbandée icentre of the
area. In total it measured 38m in length, was irregulardih, varying from
1.60m at the eastern end to 2.40m at its centre and westirand varied in
depth from 0.40m at the east end to 0.75m at the west idmdteep,
irregular sides and a wide, rounded base (Figure 32). Tinenedrwas
rounded and measured 0.36m deep, with sloping sides and a éattbas
contained a mid grey brown sandy clay (655), with ocoasibmestone
fragment and charcoal fleck inclusions. Artefactual exseéerom the ditch
comprised six sherds of'Zentury pottery and a single sherd of residal 1
2" century pottery. A late"34™ century coin (SF12) is probably intrusive in
context.

Ditch [703] was also probably contemporary withhdigb4]. It began at the
southeast end of [654], was orientated at right ariglésand stretched from
its south side to the edge of the excavation arealéargah of 2.5m. The
ditch was aligned northeast-southwest and measured 1.&#nbw0.46m
deep with steep, irregular sides and a narrow, rounded Bgseq 32). It
contained a mid grey brown sandy clay (704), with ocoasibmestone
fragment inclusions. Artefactual evidence comprised tbineeds of
undiagnostic Roman pottery and"§-2 century coin. No clear trace of this
feature was located in Area 3, where it may have be@oved by post-
medieval feature [3011].

Ditch [1037] was north-south aligned and measureastt Tm long by
1.52m wide by 0.60m deep, with steep sides sloping to a na@assav(Figure
33). Several large, rounded limestone fragments werenpresein a line
along the base of the ditch and pressed into the nailayalThese stones
were overlain by the primary fill, which consisted eflpw brown sandy clay
(1038). This fill contained three sherds of undiagnoshim&n pottery. The
primary fill was overlaid by (1039), a mid yellow brownrafole sand clay
with occasional small and large sub-angular limest@agment inclusions.
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Artefactual evidence recovered comprised fifteen sher@%'@™ century
Roman pottery. It is possible that [1037] representsiraation of ditch
[589].

394" century

4.2.65 Grave [658] measured 1.9m long by 0.6m wide by 0.13m deeprasisted
of a shallow north-south aligned cut, disturbed on éstern side by a
modern pipe trench (Figure 34). It contained a single gdemale skeleton
(659) aged 20-25 years, with a copper bracelef®2century date in a mid
orange-brown sandy clay fill (660). A number of coffinlmand four sherds
of residual ¥ century pottery and were also recovered from thisTiie
grave has been assigned to the later part of the aade-suggested by the
bracelet, since®century examples are by far the more common (Cool 2004).

4.2.66 Grave [661] was aligned approximately east-west antvadifor a length of
only 0.5m between later features [580] and [568]. It was 0.7ii@ ly
0.15m deep with steep sides and a flat base (Figure 34)tétired a
skeleton (662) of undetermined sex, aged 25-35 years in a mi eoWnN
sandy clay fill (663) from which a single sherd of undissgtic £-4" century
pottery was recovered. It cut’™ century grave [677] and feature [648].

4.2.67 Grave [677] was aligned approximately northeastssestrand measured at
least 1.90m long by 0.80m wide by 0.15m deep, with steep sidesftatd
base (Figure 35). It contained a female skeleton (678), E8y20 years in a
mid orange brown sandy clay fill (679) from which a sirsflerd of 24"
century pottery was recovered. It was cut Bytf century grave [661] and
by medieval ditches [568] and [571].

4.2.68 Grave [1012] was aligned northeast-southwest amnsLinegiaat least 1.8m
long by at least 0.35m wide by 0.19m deep with steep sidesfaiase
(Figure 35). It contained a probable female adult skeleton (Id1#)certain
age in a mid orange brown sandy clay fill (1013) from witveh sherds of
residual -2" century pottery were recovered along with a bracelétten
coins dating between AD 348 and AD 364. The burial was equivi@ent
[104]/(105) from the 1993 Gloucester City Unit evaluation. ttearlier
grave [1006].

4.2.69 Grave [1083] was aligned northeast-southwest arsLineels2.30m long by
0.83m wide by 0.19m deep with steep sides and a flat base (Bigjure
contained a male skeleton (1084), aged 40-50 years in a mithrgnegn
sandy clay (1086) from which a number 8fcentury pottery sherds were
recovered. The grave is dated, however, by a coin etfls, dated AD 293-
296 found in the left hand of the skeleton.

4.2.70 Grave [4007] was aligned approximately north-southresasured at least
1.10m long by at least 0.6m wide by at least 0.08m deep with sickes and
a flat base (Figure 36). It contained a probable maletske{d009), aged 43-
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4.2.71

4.2.72

4.2.73

4.2.74

4.2.75

4.2.76

4.2.77

4.2.78

55 years in a mid yellow brown sandy fill (4008) from whsgven sherds of
34" century pottery were recovered. It was cut by grave [4010].

Grave [4010] was aligned approximately northwest-easttand measured
2m long by 1.2m wide by 0.35m deep, with steep sides andlzafiat(Figure
36). It contained a male skeleton (4012), aged 40-50 yeansith gellow
brown sandy silt (4011) from which thirty-one sherds'#8 century
pottery were recovered. It cut graves [4007], [4013] and [4016].

Grave [4013] was aligned approximately north-southrezadured 2.10m
long by 0.67m wide by 0.12m deep, with steep sides and aafiat(BFigure
37). It contained a male skeleton (4015), aged 60+ years i brown silty
clay fill (4014) from which four sherds of*34™ century pottery were
recovered. It cut grave [4016].

Grave [4016] was aligned approximately north-southresasured 1.80m
long by 0.40m wide by 0.10m deep with steep sides and a flat(Bagire
37). It contained a probable male adult skeleton (4018) afrtain age in a
mid brown silty clay (4017) from which three sherds '8#8' century pottery
were recovered. It was cut by graves [4010], [4013], and [4019].

Grave [4019] was aligned approximately north-southresadured at least
1.8m long by at least 0.54m wide by 0.28m deep, with ill-defidgge and a
slightly uneven base (Figure 37). It contained a femalletske(4021), aged
40-50 in a grey brown sandy clay (4020), from which six shef@&-4™
century pottery were recovered. It cut grave [4022].

Grave [4031] was aligned approximately north-southresadured at least
1.80m long by 0.80m wide by 0.22m deep, with gently sloping siddsa
flat base (Figure 38). It contained an adult skeleton (40@®)aetermined
sex in a mid grey brown sandy clay (4032), from which ty«eme sherds of
34" century pottery were recovered. It was cut by graves [4813d]
[4037].

Grave [4034] was aligned northeast-southwest ansuneelal.92m long by
0.65m wide by 0.13m deep, with steep sides and an uneven,siaffgure
38). It contained a female skeleton (4036), aged about 50igearsid grey
brown sandy clay (4035), from which three sherds of resitfi2" century
pottery and five sherds of*&™ century pottery were recovered along with a
bracelet and a coin dated AD 348-364. It cut grave [4031].

Grave [4037] was aligned approximately northeastisesattand measured
at least 1.10m long by 0.80m wide by 0.20m deep with steepasides flat
base (Figure 38). It contained a probable male skeleton (40$9),55+
years in a grey brown sandy clay fill (4038) from whiotoan dated AD 313-
330 was recovered along with fourteen sherds of intrusediewal pottery.

Grave [4068] was aligned approximately east-west aasunesl at least
1.5m long by 1.0m wide by 0.05m deep with indistinct sides anchaven
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4.2.79

4.2.80

4.2.81

4.2.82

base (Figure 39). It contained two badly disturbed burgadsgdult skeleton

(4066) of undetermined sex and an infant (4067) of undeterminedgssx,

about 1 year, in an orange brown sandy clay (4069), Which four sherds

of 394" century pottery were recovered along with a broochuckle, a belt
plate and a ring.

Layer (134) appeared to have been preserved by its jpyaxira post-
medieval cellar. It covered an area approximately 2i2rbyand was 0.18m
thick. It consisted of a mid yellow brown sandy sitirfr which seven sherds
of undiagnostic Roman pottery were recovered alongavebin dated AD
275-296. It was overlain by medieval layer (133).

Feature [138] was identified beneath layer (134)nlisted of a probable pit
of uncertain dimensions, at least 1m long by 0.7m wide 1m0 .deep with
sloping sides and a gently rounded base (Figure 39). It cedtaimid
yellow brown sandy silt (139), from which two sherdsinfliagnostic Roman
pottery were recovered. This layer has been arbitrasi#jgned to the'
century, but might actually also date to any period withéenfirst two
centuries.

Pit [599] measured 1.30m in diameter by 0.20m deep, lofting irregular
sides and a rounded base (Figure 39). It contained a migeobaown sandy
clay (600), from which sixteen sherds &t Gentury pottery were recovered,
along with substantial quantities of cattle bone. Tla¢uiee appeared to fall
within the area of ditch [654], although this area wastutially cut away
by medieval ditch [568].

Feature [648] was aligned north-south and measursakafll5m long by
0.50m wide by 0.35m deep, with sloping sides and a flat bagper€F39). It
contained a mid to dark orange brown friable sand clay (6v®),occasional
limestone brash and charcoal flecks, from which twerddof undiagnostic
Roman pottery were recovered. It was cut by grave [66t]dé@ches [580]
and [568]. It is likely to itself represent either an wedigrave, a grave cut
within which the body has been removed or destroyed hyitdatasion. It
has been assigned to this period on stratigraphic groundsialgute earlier.

Undated Roman

4.2.83

4.2.84

Possible cremation pit [701] was located in théheast corner of Area 2. It
measured 0.74m long by 0.60m wide by 0.08m deep with irregulatimati
sides and an uneven base (Figure 40). It contained agesbmown sandy
clay (702), with areas of burning and frequent charcoal feagsn from
which no ecofactual or artefactual evidence was recdvéires possible that
this feature represented the remains of a cremationviroioh all trace of the
burial had been removed by later disturbance.

Grave [178] was aligned approximately east-west aaduresl 1.24m long
by 0.74m wide by 0.22m deep, with steep sides and a slighthgdea base
(Figure 40). It contained a probable male skeleton (180), ag88 ¢&ars, in
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4.2.85

4.2.86

4.2.87

4.2.88

4.2.89
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4.2.92

4.2.93

a mid orange brown sandy clay (179). The grave was matigway to the
west by a modern water main.

Grave [524] was aligned approximately north-soutmaeasured 1.39m long
by 0.60m wide by 0.17m deep, with steep sides and a slighthgdeal base
(Figure 40). It contained a female skeleton (526), aged 30-40igearsid
orange brown sandy clay (525). The grave was partly cay &y medieval
feature [530].

Grave [685] was aligned approximately east-west aaduresl at least
0.85m long by 0.50m wide by 0.02m deep, with ill defined edges datl a f
base (Figure 41). It contained a decapitated child burial (6§éy about 4
years, with the skull placed on the lower legs. Theagmas filled with a mid
brown sandy silt (686).

Grave [719] was aligned approximately east-west aaduresl 2.20m long
by 0.63m wide by 0.21m deep, with steep sides and a flat bgseg 41). It
contained a male skeleton (720), aged 50+ years in a migeobaown clay
sand (721).

Grave [3008] was aligned approximately east-west aasiunesl
approximately 2.20m long by 0.60m wide by 0.22m deep, with badly
disturbed sides and a flat base (Figure 42). It containe@®pannale
skeleton (3009), aged 40-50 years in a mid brown silty 8a4Q).

Grave [3031] was aligned approximately northeastisesattand measured
at least 2.07m long by 0.54m wide by 0.13m deep, with steepeniseles
and a flat base (Figure 42). It contained a male ske{8@82), aged about 30
years in a yellow brown gritty clay (3033). It was padily away by a
modern pipe trench.

Grave [3034] was aligned approximately northeastisesttand measured
at least 2.0m long by 0.52m wide by 0.08m deep, with indistimetven
sides and a flat base (Figure 43). It contained a feshaleton (3035), aged
30-40 years, in an orange brown gritty clay (3036) from which

Grave [4054] was aligned approximately north-southresasured 1.90m
long by 0.70m wide by 0.25m deep, with steep sides and aafiat(Bigure
43). It contained a male skeleton (4056), aged 50-60 yearsniith gellow
brown sandy silt (4055). It cut grave [4070].

Grave [4057] was aligned approximately north-southe#tsured 1.0m long
by 0.50m wide by 0.06m deep, with indistinct sides and d#aé (Figure
43). It contained the prone, decapitated skeleton of a @tiBB), aged
approximately 7-9 years, in a mid orange brown sandy(42§0). It was cut
away to the north by a modern drain.

Grave [4061] was aligned approximately northwest-easttand measured
2.10m long by 0.90m wide by 0.21m deep, with steep sides andoagikat
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(Figure 44). It contained a male skeleton (4063), aged 50-60 yearsjid
orange brown sandy clay (4062).

Grave [4070] was aligned approximately north-southreaasdured 2.0m long
by 0.90m wide by 0.30m deep, with steep sides and a gently robaged
(Figure 44). It contained a female skeleton (4072), aged 20-25 yrearmid
yellow brown silty sand (4071). It was cut by [4054].

Pit [544] was located in the southwest part od&.dt measured 1.06m long
by 0.61m wide by 0.28m deep with steep sides and a narrowrubase
(Figure 45). It contained a mid grey brown silty clay (545)h Wwequent
limestone fragments, from which a number of smalli@agnoostic fragments
of brick/tile were recovered. The pit was cut by medigully [534] and may
tentatively, on the basis of the artefactual andigtemhic evidence, be dated
to the Roman period.

Ditch [573] was situated in the southwest cornéred 2. It was aligned
east-west and extended into the study area for a lengtBmof It measured
0.64m wide by 0.19m deep, with sloping sides and a wide basa) vl
been badly disturbed by an animal burrow (Figure 45). ltaso@d an orange
brown sandy clay (574), from which two sherds of undiagmné&sman
pottery were recovered. The ditch terminated at theenestdge of Roman
ditch [527] and was cut by medieval gully [534].

Gully [597] was aligned north-south in the cemtaal of Area 2. It measured
at least 4.5m long by 0.40m wide by 0.18m deep with steepaidies gently
rounded base (Figure 45). It contained a mid brown silty(&88), from
which two sherds of undiagnostic Roman pottery werevezeal. It cut -

3 century ditch [654].

Feature [1024] was situated at the centre of Ardavlas roughly
rectangular in plan and measured at least 1.0m long by O.7dsrbyw 0.24m
deep, with sloping sides and a flat base (Figure 45). licutasn its
southeast edge by a modern linear feature and terminageatesr straight-
sided edge immediately to the southeast of [1017]. ladoed a mid grey
brown hard, friable sand clay (1025), with a few limestibagment and
charcoal flecks, from which a number of undiagnosticebfragments and
two iron nails were recovered. It is likely that tf@ature represents a grave
cut in which the body has been almost completely ogsst.

Feature [1048] was aligned northeast-southwest andnegas least 0.50m
long by 0.78m wide by 0.20m deep, with steep sides and aafiat(Bigure
45). It contained a mid brown sandy clay (1049), from whiclumber of
undiagnostic bone fragments were recovered. It wasrcus western side by
Roman ditch [1037] and probably represents a disturbed guave ¢

4.2.100 Feature [1050] was a small, shallow pit or lineaniters which measured

0.90m in length, at least 1.24m wide and 0.28m deep with step si
narrowing to a rounded base (Figure 46). It was filled wlifb(), an orange
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grey brown friable sand clay with occasional small aogular limestone
fragment and a few charcoal fleck inclusions. Artefactwadence consisted
of a single sherd of undiagnostic Roman pottery. & o by pit [1043]

4.2.101 Pit [1043] was a large, irregular pit measuring at 886m long by at least
2m wide by 0.70m deep, with steep, concave sides and awmeleen base
(Figure 46). It contained primary fill (1047), a mid yellovotn compact silt
sand with frequent gravel, occasional limestone fragmedtcharcoal fleck
inclusions, 0.35m in depth. Fill (1047) was overlaid by (1044), auned
brown silt clay with occasional gravel, limestonagiment and chalk fleck
inclusions, 0.55m in depth. The feature contained three sbewtgliagnostic
Roman pottery.

4.2.102 Feature [1077] survived in only a single small areaglpartly underneath
the edge of excavation and partly cut away by moderasians. The feature
probably comprised a pit. It measured at least 1.50m loi@g7A®ym wide by
0.20m deep with of uncertain profile (Figure 46). It wasdillgth a yellow
brown sandy silt (1078) from which two sherds of undiago@sd undated
Roman pottery were recovered.

4.2.103 Feature [1079] lay at the eastern end of the &reas Icut by a modern
trench and cut the south-west edge of ditch [1081]. It unedsat least 1.90m
long by 0.94m wide by 0.52m deep, with steep sides and a nbasav
(Figure 46). It was filled with (1080), a mid grey brown fircompact sand
clay with frequent chalk and charcoal fleck, occasitniak fleck and a few
sub-angular limestone fragment inclusions. Artefactwalence from this fill
comprised an undiagnostic pottery sherd of Roman date up to th&&m
Fill (1080) was overlaid by (1086), a mid brown grey very comdam
sand clay with frequent small, sub-angular limestorgnfients, occasional to
frequent charcoal, chalk and brick fleck and occasiaradstone fragment
inclusions up to 0.35m thick. Finds from this fill comprised arteryshell
and a fragment of undiagnostic brick/tile.

4.2.104 Gully [3021] was located towards the southern encofdtth-south block of
Area 3, in the base of a furrow. It was aligned neett-southeast,
subsequently curving north-south and measured 1.3m long by 0. 2nbwi
0.18m deep, with sloping sides and a narrow, uneven base (E@juré
contained an orange brown sandy clay (3022), with smbibsigular
limestone fragments and charcoal flecks, from whisingle undiagnostic
fragment of brick/tile was recovered. The gully maytaénely, on the basis
of the artefactual and stratigraphic evidence, be date@ tedman period.

4.3 Medieval (Figure47)
11"-12™ century

4.3.1 Posthole [176] consisted of a sub-oval cut and mea@uech long by
0.33m wide by 0.23m deep, with vertical edges and a wide, glighthded
base. It contained an orange grey sand clay (177), netjaént flint grit,
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occasional small sub-rounded flints and charcoal fldoés which two
sherds of 12 century pottery were recovered along with three sherds of
residual Roman pottery.

4.3.2 Pit/posthole [601] consisted of a rectangular cusaongay 0.64m long by
0.44m wide by 0.43m deep, with vertical sides and a fla {fagure 48). It
contained a mid orange brown sandy clay (602), from wéiickherds of 12
century pottery were recovered. It cut grave [603].

4.3.3 Two parallel ditches [650] and [652] were present indkeeen part of Area
2. Ditch [650] was aligned east-west and measured atdeaking by 0.80m
wide by 0.03m deep, with gently sloping sides and an uneathate
(Figure 48). It contained a mid brown firm, friable satay¢651). This
feature ran parallel to medieval ditch feature [652] atidesy to have been
associated with it.

4.3.4 Ditch [652] was aligned east-west aligned and measudéd wide by
0.07m deep, with sloping sides and a flat base (Figure 483slwisible for a
length of only 10.40m, as it was truncated by modern dhiatwge to the east
and petered out to the west. The ditch contained a migirfbsandy clay
(653), from which two sherds of 412" century pottery were recovered.

4.3.5 Ditch [571] was aligned north-south and measuredstt m long by
0.50m wide by 0.45m deep, with steep sides and a rounded base @yur
It contained a mid brown friable silt clay (572), witlcasional gravel
inclusions. It cut graves [661] and [677] and was cut by ditch [&B]e east
and by ditch [568] to the wedt.has therefore been assigned to this period on
stratigraphic grounds.

12"-13" century

4.3.6 A linear masonry feature (507) was present indbtem part of Area 2. This
feature was aligned approximately east-west and consistepgaved surface
measuring 5.2m long by 0.90m wide (Figure 49). It comprisedutae
unbonded stone slabs (0.15m x 0.3m x 0.2m) laid tightly togeiheedge,
and packed with occasional, larger limestone fragmewt$aage fragments
of pottery. At either end of the feature were blocks asomry, which
consisted of large limestone fragments with some euilehmortar. At the
centre was a narrow gully, down to which the paved surigeey sloped.
The surfaces of the stones, especially of the latgbs,sshowed some
evidence of wear and patches of heat discoloration walde along the
length of the feature. The southern side of the suMexseregular, implying it
was the original limit of the surface; the northern edgs irregular
suggesting the feature may have previously extended furdingrwards. A
shallow construction cut [511], which contained a yelloamor silty clay
(512), was visible on the southern side, although itelssvhere truncated.
It was overlain by a layer of mid brown friable silagl(506), from which
two sherds of 18 century pottery were recovered.
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4.3.7

4.3.8

4.3.9

4.3.10

A second linear arrangement of flat stones an(b0i2) was present in the
eastern part of Area 2, approximately 5m to the nor{b®f7). The feature
was located in a shallow cut [505] measuring 2.20m long by 1.li@mhy
0.06m deep (Figure 50). The stone and tile surface was akgpedximately
east-west and measured 2m long by 0.40m wide by 0.05m thatkliractly
onto the natural gravel. It comprised a layer of flahstslabs, broken peg
tiles and sub-rounded boulders made of sandstone, ovetiygntatural
ground. The stone slabs measured approximately 0.40m by 0.30:050oy;
the tiles measured 0.30m by 0.25m by 0.05m; the boulders radasur
approximately 0.20m by 0.15m by 0.10m. It may have represeri¢aduane
associated with the former medieval hospital builditigsas overlain by a
thin layer of mid brown sandy silt clay (508), from whithe sherds of 12
13" century pottery were recovered.

A small, fairly deep pit, [519], was situated closthéonorth west corner of
the area. It was sub-circular in plan and measured l®@t@ipby 0.90m wide
by 0.45m deep, with a vertical eastern edge, a stegginglwestern edge
and a flat base (Figure 50). It contained a primaryfithid grey brown
sandy clay (522), up to 0.22m thick, from which twenty-eigbtds of 12
century pottery were recovered. This fill was overlairabyid brown clay
silt (520), with occasional, small limestone fragmeantusions, from which
thirteen sherds of 213" century pottery were recovered, as well as four
sherds of residual Roman pottery.

Ditch [568] was aligned north-south and measureastt 1&m long by
2.50m to 3.50m wide by 0.70m to 1.02m deep, with a steeply slopstgra
edge, a gentler western edge and an uneven base (Figurtecbhjalned a
primary fill of redeposited gravel (637), up to 0.15m thick, bénagtale
brown to mid grey brown sand clay with gravel inclusids&9(636), from
which twenty-one sherds of 123" century pottery were recovered.

A substantial, north-south aligned ditch [621] wasqmtefrom the southern
boundary of Area 2 and terminated within the area. lisorea at least 17m
long by 2.95m wide by 0.49m deep, with vertical sides and &dkse, which
contained a mid grey brown loose silt sand (622), witlasional limestone
fragments, gravel and charcoal flecks (Figure 51). Timeines was 0.41m
deep, with sloping sides and a rounded base. The featusevwasgly
truncated by various features and modern disturbancedarmpipeline cut
away much of its western edge and further modern disturlveas@resent
along its length, in addition to truncation by GCU EvataiTrench 2 and
ditches [530], [552], [566] and [726]. Artefactual evidence comgrig®
undiagnostic iron objects, four residual sherds of Ropadiery and five
sherds of 18 century pottery.

13M-14™ century

4.3.11

A substantial deposit of grey green sandy silt (183)psesent at the
northern end of the Area 1. It measured at least 3.6gW\y 2m wide by
0.45m deep, but was truncated by modern disturbance on theandrsouth
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4.3.12

4.3.13

4.3.14

4.3.15

4.3.16

sides, by the limit of excavation on the east side andabycut [141] on the
west (Figure 52). Artefactual evidence from the layer casedrfour residual
sherds of Roman pottery, five sherds df-13" century pottery and three
fragments of undiagnostic brick/tile. It overlay lay#34), which was Roman
in date.

The only surviving structural remains of this phase,hwdppeared to related
to the medieval hospital building consisted of a nedkt/south-west aligned
drain [113] and foundation trench [141] (Figures 52-53).

The stone drain, [113] (111) and [122] (123), was classlyciated with the
wall footing [141] and lay parallel to it (Figures 52 and 53le Train was
constructed in two sections. A narrow, higher gullyd] (123), ran down to
a wider, deeper gully, [113] (111). Each of the gullies weedlwith dressed,
limestone blocks. The higher portion of the drain vedssthin the wall
footing, and the lower protruded out to the south wesnrmthe footing.
Drain cut [113] had a steeply sloping south-east edgerteal north-west
edge and a flat base and measured 6.30m in length, 1.90m lmandi0.55m
in depth.

The stone lining of the drain, (111), occupied approxiynae third of the
cut and was situated on its north-west edge (Figures 52 andt5®&s
constructed of large limestone blocks. The base condpnigke, flat stones
measuring 0.30m by 0.46m by 0.03m. A series of well-dressep |
rectangular blocks measuring approximately 0.45m by 0.21m by G&d
on edge above the base blocks to form the sides of#éire The side stones
were laid on a layer of smaller stones measuring 0.1518m by 0.06m,
pressed into the underlying natural gravel. A single cappomgest
consisting of a large, flat block measuring 0.32m by 0.28m byn§).05
remained in-situ at the southern end of the drain. stdwes comprising the
drain were ‘plugged’ with small, undressed stones wheressary and
bonded with a dark grey firm, plastic, compacted clay (1B, very
frequent tiny limestone chips and rare charcoal fleftksy which a single
sherd of 11/12" century pottery was recovered.

The remainder of cut [113] was filled with (142), a daokvn compact, firm,
friable sand clay (142), with frequent charcoal and chaltk8f. In addition,
two large limestone fragments were present, measuring M2@120m by
0.10m, which were ‘packed’ with four small limestone fragws (Figure 52).
It was possible cut [113] originally contained a contirarabf the wall
footing (127), suggested by the width of the cut and the presdrarge
limestone fragments within the fill. Artefactual eviderfrom (142)
comprised fifteen sherds of 18entury pottery and four residual sherds of
Roman pottery. The drain cut feature [143].

The foundation trench [141] measured 3m long by &tll€z@m wide by
0.65m deep, with steep sides and narrow base. The cuinezhsabadly
damaged stone wall footing, (127) and was associated wita dtain
[113/122] (Figure 53). A modern brick wall and a post-medievél[a80],
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4.3.17

4.3.18

4.3.19

4.3.20

had truncated the northeast edge. At the northeast emded westwards to
form a corner. The southwest end appeared to curvelghamhe east, but
was cut at this point by a modern brick wall footing.

Wall (127) survived for a length of 2.5m and consistemdfessed sub-
round limestone rubble blocks ranging in size from 0.4m by @o4®2m by
0.5m (Figure 53). These remaining stones appeared to forroithef a
substantial footing, with the dressed, external stoaemg previously been
robbed. The stones were set within a dark grey greee lsith (114), with
frequent gravel and limestone fragments and occasihaatoal flecks, from
which an assemblage of£35™ century pottery was recovered. The shape
and alignment of the wall was, however, very much otest by modern
disturbance and the limit of the excavation area.

Ditch [164] was aligned northeast-southwest imigtern part of Area 1. It
measured at least 2.8m long by 2.24m wide by 0.46m deep wititlg ge
sloping southern side, a near vertical northern edge aadrow, undulating
base (Figure 54). It was primarily filled with (166), an g@atrown sticky,
hard silt clay with a few small sandstone and flinflules, charcoal and
flecks of brick/tile inclusions, up to 0.33m thick, from wh&dven sherds of
13th-15th century pottery were recovered. It was overlaid 6¥), a dark
brown hard, friable silt clay with sandstone, flintdiide and charcoal fleck
inclusions up to 0.13m thick. A section of sub-rounded stones,, (bosgly
slotted together and two courses deep was laid into thef {465) along its
northern edge. It is probable the stones had been placedsolidate the
ditch.

Pit [513] measured 3.20m long by at least 2.0m wide by 0.7&m\a&h
sloping sides and a gently rounded base (Figure 54). The pitwaway on
its eastern side by a modern foundation trench, whictuobd its
relationship with ditch [621]. The primary fill was a ngcey brown
moderately loose silt sand (521), with occasional gramdlcharcoal fleck
inclusions, up to 0.13m deep, from which two sherds of resiioadan
pottery and a single sherd ofl@entury pottery were recovered. This fill
was overlaid by (516), a mid brown moderately loose aiitisvith
occasional gravel and charcoal flecks and rare limesi@agment inclusions,
up to 0.11m deep. Fill (516) was overlain by (514), a mid brioase sand
silt with occasional gravel, charcoal flecks and fanestone fragment
inclusions, up to 0.30m deep, from which fiteen sherds 8148 century
pottery were recovered. This was overlaid by (515), a midwdorown
moderately compact silt sand with frequent gravel, daritecks limestone
fragment inclusions, up to 0.13m thick, from which two sherfd?"-13"
century pottery were recovered.

Ditch [530] was aligned roughly east-west and measuteasat’.30m long
by 0.95m wide by 0.10m deep, with steep sloping sides aadl lsafte
(Figure 54). The ditch ended to the west in a sub-round shedloninal. It
contained a mid brown grey sandy clay (531), with freglieastone brash
and occasional flint nodule and chalk fleck inclusior@nfwhich five sherds
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4.3.21

4.3.22

4.3.23

4.3.24

4.3.25

4.3.26

of 13"14™ century pottery were recovered. It cut north-souttdisd542]
and [621].

Gully [534] was aligned roughly east-west and measutedsatl1.40m long
by 0.25m wide by 0.28m deep, with near vertical sides andrammaase
(Figure 55). It contained a mid brown sandy clay (535), fndrnich a single
sherd of 12-13" century pottery was recovered. The gully cut ditches [542],
[573] and [621] and was itself cut by undated pit [646] and modatares.

Ditch [542] was aligned roughly north-south and measuriedst 13m long
by 1m wide by 0.44m deep, with steep sides and a flat Hagg, \&ith a
rounded northern terminal (Figure 55). It contained a prirfilugf mid
orange-brown sandy clay (570), up to 0.20m thick, from whigivevsherds
of 13"14" century date were recovered. This fill was overlain byicagrey
brown sandy clay (537/543), up to 0.24m thick, from which thirty-sherds
of 12"-13" century pottery were recovered. A modern feature had
substantially destroyed the eastern edge to ditch [542] awiel its
relationship to ditch [621].

Ditch [552] was aligned approximately east-west andume@ 8m long by
0.90m wide by 0.40m deep, with sloping sides and a flat baslk.t&mini
were rounded, with gently sloping sides and a rounded baped 55). It
was lined at the base with small sandstone fragmedts@ntained a mid
brown silty clay (553), from which no dating evidence weovered. It cut
ditches [542], [568] and [621] and was itself cut by moderrnufeat No
dating evidence was recovered from the feature, nonsghiélappears to
form one of a series, along with [530] and [566], of shegnsents of east-
west ditch set on a north-south alignment. It hasefbes, been assigned to
this date range.

Pit [562] measured 0.75m long by 0.60m wide by 0.24m deep aptihgs!
sides and a rounded base (Figure 56). It contained a midgreyn sandy
silt (563), from which a single sherd of325" century pottery was
recovered. The pit was located close to the junctiatitohes [568] and
[623].

Ditch [566] was aligned approximately east-west andume@ 8.5m long by
0.70m wide by 0.18m deep, with sloping sides and a rounded bgsee(F
56). Both termini were rounded with gently sloping side$soaigh the
western terminus was considerably more tapering tteeaktern. It
contained a mid brown silty clay (567), from which twersts of 18-15"
century pottery were recovered.

Curvilinear ditch [623] was aligned northwest-southead appeared to feed
into [568], close to its northern extent. It measured 2de Wy 0.90m deep,
with sloping sides and a flat base (Figure 56). It conteanprimary fill of
pale brown gravely clay (624), up to 0.20m thick, from which tywéour
sherds of 18-14" century pottery were recovered along with two residual
sherds of Roman pottery. The latest fill consisted of @ plale grey clay
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(626), with sandy gravel inclusions, up to 0.28m in depthfildls were
recovered from this fill.

4.3.27 Ditch [638] was aligned north-south and measuredsit 1.0m long by
0.75m wide by 0.20m deep, with steeply sloping sides and amgrointed
base (Figure 56). It contained a mid grey brown firm sdand (639). No
finds were present within the feature and stratigraphidatiguld have been
Roman or medieval in date as it cut Roman pit [722]veasl cut by medieval
ditch [623]. Its north-south alignment, however, imgliewas more likely to
be of medieval date.

4.3.28 Feature [3006] was a small, round pit or linear termitueged in the north-
east corner of Area 3. It measured at least 0.58m lo®@nOwide and 0.21m
deep, with sloping sides and a rounded base (Figure 56). filledsvith
(3007), a mid brown hard silt clay with small sandstotgions. Dating
evidence for the feature consisted of a single potteydsof 18-15" century
pottery.

4.3.29 A series of east-west aligned ridge and furrowfeaf3004] spanned Area 3
in the southeast part of the study area. On averagevire 2.5m wide,
0.5m deep and were filled with buried subsoil/ploughsoil (3085)ypwn
grey firm, friable sand clay with frequent brick, chalk @hdrcoal flecks and
a few small sub-angular limestone fragment inclusion

4.4  Post-medieval (Figure 57)

4.4.1 Post-medieval and modern features were predomirasibciated with the
19" century cottages and the later Severn Trent Water Depiith had
previously occupied the site. Wall footings, service thes¢wells, cellars
and other features were present across the siteTdrese features are not
described in detail within this report, with the exceptibfeatures [1088],
[3011] and [4046].

4.4.2 A number of early post-medieval features, dating fleerl8-18" centuries
were present.

4.4.3 Pit [546] was circular in plan and measured 0.68rmameter by 0.35m
deep, with steep sides and a wide, slightly rounded bapa¢Fs8). It
contained a light to mid brown hard, friable silt cl&$T), with occasional
limestone fragments and charcoal flecks, from whistgle sherd of 17
century or later pottery was recovered.

4.4.4 Pit or post-hole [669] was sub-circular in plad eneasured 0.22m in
diameter by 0.10m in depth, with steeply sloping sides aratraw, rounded
base (figure 58). It was filled with (670), a dark browrt,doable sand clay
with occasional small, sub-angular limestone fragsiand a few charcoal
fleck inclusions, from which seven small, undiagnoshierds of brick/tile of
post-medieval date were recovered. The feature cuidghrthe southern
edge of cremation pit [666].
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4.4.5

4.4.6

4.4.7

4.4.8

4.4.9

4.4.10

Ditch [726] was aligned approximately east-west atehdrd eastwards
across the area as far as Gloucester Archaeolodydiian Trench 2, within
which it terminated. The ditch measured at least 16mlhyr2)02m wide by
1.52m deep, with steep, irregular edges and a narrow bases(BBjunt
contained a mixed black-brown sandy clay fill (727), frolmach pottery of
17"/18" century date was recovered.

Ditch [1017] was aligned east-north-east/west-seast; and turned to
become east-west aligned at the west end. It measuiesst10m long,
1.75m wide and 0.44m deep, with steeply sloping sides and anaideled
base (Figure 59). It contained a mid brown friable claylg4018), with
occasional limestone fragment inclusions, from wlaahlay pipe stem
fragment along with a sherd of 187" century pottery and three fragments
of tile were recovered. It was cut by modern pipedines along its western
edge and also by Gloucester Archaeology Evaluation Trenichwhich it
was recorded as [97], which terminated within the trench.

Ditch [1056] was north-south aligned and measuredstt18.5m long by
6.5m wide by 0.92m deep, with sloping sides and a rounded bgsegBD).
The primary fill consisted of a compact sand and griayelr (1073), with
occasional grey clay lenses, up to 0.26m thick. Parta#ylaying (1073)
and partially overlying the base of the cut was a blue greg slay silt
(1057), with occasional flint nodule inclusions, up to 0.24mrkihrom which
twenty sherds of pottery dating to thé"16/" century were recovered. Both
(1073) and (1057) were overlain by a grey brown sand clagi 8#8), with
occasional charcoal, gravel and CBM fleck inclusionsoup.42m thick,
from which twelve sherds of 518" century pottery were recovered.

A thin layer of light orange brown sand clay (106G wequent gravel and
occasional charcoal flecks, up to 0.08m thick was presemisaghe eastern
side of [1056]. This deposit contained no dating evidence dike i to
represent slumping of the edge. It was partly overlaia light brown sandy
clay (1059), with occasional gravel inclusions, up to 0.26m tlrioky which

a single very small sherd of intrusive™@ntury pottery was recovered. Fill
(1059) also overlay fill (1058).

Feature [1056] was re-cut along its eastern edge by Ht6#4]. This feature
measured at least 2.6m wide by 0.42m deep, with sloping sidesgantly
rounded base (Figure 59). It contained a primary fill of gn&ly brown clay
silt (1061), up to 0.35m thick, which was partly overlain byadtled blue
grey clay (1065), up to 0.41m thick. The western edge of [1064] was
subsequently cut along its western edge by a second re{@056i.

Ditch [1066] measured at least 3.1m wide by 0.50m deepsliting sides
and a flat base (Figure 59). It contained a primary fith@ brown sandy
clay (1053), up to 0.12m thick, beneath a mid brown silty sand (1062p
0.40m thick, from which a single sherd of@ﬂentury or later pottery was
recovered. This layer was sealed beneath a mid oraoga Isandy clay
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4411

4.4.12

4.4.13

4.4.14

4.4.15

gravel (1063) up to 0.18m thick. The latest fills of [1066] condisfea mid
brown sandy clay (1067), up to 0.20m thick, beneath a mid otangen
sandy clay (1068), up to 0.33m thick. Both [1064] and [1066] were sealed
beneath a mid brown sandy clay deposit (1069), up to 0.26knftbim

which twelve sherds of 617" century pottery were recovered.

Small pit [1070] cut the western edge of ditch [10663. @ihmeasured
1.06m in diameter by 0.31m deep with a steeply sloping eastige, a
gently sloping western edge and a narrow base (Figure 9nthined a
primary fill of mid brown clay silt (1071), up to 0.14m tkideneath a brown
orange silt sand (1072), with charcoal inclusions, up to Othitk. No
artefactual evidence was recovered from [1070], which Vgasaverlain by
(1069).

Ditch [1056] continued northwards to terminate withi@a®2 as ditch [724]
where it measured 6.00m wide. The terminus lay outside fltBrigu
footprint and was preserved situ. In this area the feature was badly
truncated and disturbed by modern features. It contaigeelyabrown clay
sand silt (725), with occasional gravel and charcoak$leequivalent to
(1058), from which eight sherds of"Aentury pottery were recovered. No
re-cuts were evident within this part of the feature.

Feature [1088] comprised a large north-south aligned alitpit, which
measured approximately 7m wide and over 1m deep towardsstieereand
of Area 1 (Figure 57). It was late post-medieval/earylern in date and was
probably a landfill feature associated with the closithe Severn-Trent
Water Depot.

Ditch [3011] was aligned northeast-southwest imoingnwestern corner of
Area 3. It measured at least 3.5m long by at least 1m Witkelocation of
this ditch against the edge of excavation meant thauidmot be safely
excavated (Figure 57). It contained limestone rubble @i sandy clay
fill (3012), from which fragments of coal and post-medidxr&ck/tile were
recovered.

A substantial ditch cut [4046] was present in Ardareasured 4.5m wide
by 1m deep, with sloping sides and a rounded base (Figure B@itdined a
mortared brick and stone-built, arched culvert, (4050) 8f2t¥' century
date. It contained a primary fill of mid grey brown saitd(4049), with
frequent gravel, up to 0.70m thick, overlaid by a mid grey breand silt
(4048), with frequent charcoal flecks, up to 0.40m thick.(B048) was
overlaid by a mid grey brown sand silt (4047), with frequiem¢s$tone
fragments and gravel and occasional charcoal fleckg Q@®0Om thick. The
southern edge of this feature was cut away by a modeonaterfooting.

4.5 Undated (Figure 60)

45.1

A number of undated features were present withiextevation areas.
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4.5.2

4.5.3

454

4.5.5

4.5.6

4.5.7

4.5.8

4.5.8

Posthole [118] was present close to the northgm @ithe site. It was sub-
oval in plan and measured 0.43m long by 0.41m wide by 0.25mdé¢b@
gently sloping northern edge and a near vertical soutdtige (Figure 61).
The cut was significantly deeper to the south, suggeatipgst-pipe’ on the
southern edge. It contained a mid brown grey compadasitil (119), with
frequent flint gravel and occasional charcoal flecks.

Posthole [124] was located immediately to the ofgsdsthole [118]. It was
sub-oval in plan and measured 0.37m long by 0.32m wide by @&bm
with steep sides and a rounded base (Figure 61). It contaimédi orange
brown sand (125), with occasional gravel and rare chaflec#k.

Pit [550] was a discreet, sub-circular featuretdacan the northwest corner
of Area 2. It measured 0.63m in diameter by 0.18m deep, tediply sloping
sides and a narrow, rounded base (Figure 61). It contaiméd grey brown
sand clay (551). No finds were associated with the featur

Pit [556] was located in the northwest cornerre/. It measured 2.0m
long by 0.83m wide by 0.30m deep, with near-vertical sidesdlad base
(Figure 61). It contained an orange brown sandy clay (55i),gravel
inclusions, from which no artefactual material was reced. It cut Roman
ditch [589].

Postholes [558] and [560] were located close to eheh ¢ar to the centre
of Area 2. Posthole [558] was sub-oval in plan and medsutbsm long by
0.40m wide by 0.15m deep, with gently sloping sides and a widgular
base (Figure 61). It contained a mid red brown looseasiltl $559), with
frequent gravel inclusions. Posthole [560] was oval in plad measured
0.45m long by 0.40m wide by 0.18m deep with sloping sides and afleide
base (Figure 61). It contained a mid yellow brown silidsgb61), with
occasional gravel and charcoal flecks. No artefactuideace was derived
from either feature.

Pit [578] was an irregular, sub-oval feature latatehe northwest corner of
Area 2. It measured 0.75m long by 0.54m wide by 0.29m deep, wéhp st
sides and a narrow base (Figure 61). It contained a raiyerbrown firm,
plastic gritty clay (579), with frequent limestone fragntge No finds were
present within the feature.

Ditch [580] was aligned north-south and measurezhst 14m long by at
least 1.25m wide by 0.65m deep with sloping sides and a gentiged base
(Figure 62). It contained a mid brown silty clay (581) widggluent gravel
inclusions. It cut Roman feature [648] and medieval ditch [ant]was cut
by a modern feature along much of its eastern edge.

Pit [606] was located in the southwest part of Rtekhe cut was an
irregular rectangle in plan and measured 0.72m long by 0.48mbyi 0.08m
deep, with gently sloping edges and an uneven base (Figuré &)tained
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the badly disturbed remains of an animal burial (607)greg brown silty
clay (608), from which no artefactual material was reced.

4.5.9 Pit [640] was located in the northwest part obAzelt was oval in plan and
measured 1.25m in diameter by 0.21m deep, with gently slopleg and a
wide, rounded base (Figure 63). It contained a mid orangentetay silt
(641), with occasional charcoal flecks and occasionadtone fragments,
from which no artefactual material was recovered. @ihevas cut into the top
of Roman ditch [589].

4.5.10 Posthole [664] was located in the northeast pdnteaf 2 adjacent to
cremation [644]. It was an irregular sub-oval in plad areasured 0.47m
long by 0.45m wide by 0.15m deep, with steeply sloping, root Oistusides
and a rounded base (Figure 63). It contained a mid oraagcpdand clay
(665), with small, sub-angular limestone and gravel fegsiand rare
charcoal flecks, from which no artefactual materias wecovered.

4.5.11 Posthole [695] was located in the eastern panteaf 2 It was oval in plan
and measured 0.31m long by 0.24m wide by 0.06m deep, with glsidias
and a rounded base (Figure 63). It contained a grey brovatefgand clay
(696), with occasional, small limestone fragmentanfrehich no artefactual
material was recovered. It cut the edge of medievah d652] and was
therefore stratigraphically datable to the medieval pesiolater.

4.5.12 Pit [711] was located in eastern part of Area 2nazdpartly destroyed by
modern building foundations. It was sub-circular in ad measured
approximately 1.2m in diameter by 0.36m deep, with steeppirgl sides
and a rounded base (Figure 63). It contained a mid bravehctay (712),
from which a single undiagnostic fragment of brid&/tvas recovered.

4.5.13 Posthole [1019] was located near the centre ofJAréavas circular in plan
and measured 0.30m in diameter by 0.23m deep, with a verbidhlern
edge, a southern edge that gently sloped down from the sihieic became
vertical and a narrow, rounded base (Figure 63). It aoedea light orange
brown soft, plastic, compact silt clay (1020), with oemaal charcoal flecks.

4.5.14 Posthole [3015] was located at the southern enceafRand was partly
obscured by the edge of excavation. It was sub-squarenrapthmeasured
at least 0.50m long by 0.61m wide by 0.52m deep, with veddgés and a
narrow base (Figure 63). It contained a mid to dark mottiedsilt clay
(3016), with occasional flecks of chalk and charcoal, fsdmch no dating
evidence was recovered.

4.5.15 Ditch [3027] was located towards the southern etiteaforth-south block of
Area 3 in the base of a furrow. It was aligned approteipaast-west and
measured at least 0.80m long by 0.50m wide by 0.20m deep wpihglo
sides and a gently rounded base (Figure 63). It contained gy brown
loose silt sand (3028), with frequent charcoal flecks anel gravel
inclusions, from which no artefactual material was reced.

© AMS Ltd t/a Foundations Archaeology, 109 Albiomme®t, Swindon, Wilts SN1 5LP
Tel 01793 525993 or 08700 780 555. Fax 01793 529403
Email Admin@foundations.co.uk



124-130 London Road, Gloucester: Archaeological Excavation Report

5

5.1

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

5.2.3

DISCUSSION
Introduction

The excavations at 124-130 London Road have reveataaf padRoman
cemetery extending 55m to the south of London Road dssvalnumber of
other Roman features. Elements of the medieval hospaited also been
located, along with large ditches that probably formed gfathe hospital
precinct, as well as a number of other features. pady-medieval features
comprise ditches, pits and postholes, including a fe#ltatenay represent
part of the Civil War defences/siege works of the 1640’s.

The site has been very badly disturbed by laterpedieval and modern
development. The excavations were restricted to gesawhich would be
damaged by the proposed development, this limited the scope fo
interpretation of linear features. All identified burialere, however, fully
excavated.

Roman (Figures 5-6, 64)

The earliest feature identified on site probabhsisted of the large irregular
cut [722]. This feature may predate the cemetery itselpasdibly
represented a small gravel quarry pit for the constnuctiaghe branch of
Ermine Street Roman road. Cut [722] was infilled by theehtury, a
cremation of that date subsequently being cut into it.

The main activity during the Romano-British period ive the utilisation

of the area as a cemetery. A total of 39 inhumation@ratemation burials
were excavated during the works at 124-130 London Road (altimmugbne
was recovered from one of the cremation pits [701]jurgher three features
[564, 591 and 644] may also represent cremations from whibl@d had
previously been lost. Two possible grave cuts were atssept from which
no bone was recovered. These latter features araalotied in any statistical
analysis. A further 17 burials were excavated in 1993 bisthacester City
Archaeological Unit; two of which comprised part of infatians excavated
during the current project (Figures 6, 64).

The earliest burials consisted of a small growjispersed cremations in the
northern part of the site, close to London Road. Hnkest of these appear to
be [168, 582, 656, 671, 680 and 693]; all of which are pre-Flavian iraddte
may be military in origin. Cremation burial appearsaatinue through the
2" century, but no"8or 4" century examples appear to be present.
Inhumation burials are present from thecgéntury, becoming more common
during the 2 century and apparently replacing cremations altogethteby
3" century. A single inhumation, [603], is likely to date frdm very earliest
Roman period, or possibly to represent a pre-Roman burial.
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5.2.4 ltis important to note that the site had been sutgeextensive post-Roman
disturbance, which will have resulted in the loss nfimber of inhumations
and cremations (Figure 3). It is difficult, therefai@discuss the layout of the
cemetery, or the age/sex of those buried within ithasample is clearly
incomplete and any discussion of precincts/family groupsneist take this
into account. Nonetheless, it appears likely from #sellts, both of the 1993
evaluation and the current excavations, that crenstigne predominantly
located in the northern part of the site, closer todoonRoad. There were,
however, others further to the south, [1074 and 4025], wippbax to be
outliers, but may, of course, merely be the only tweigars of a much
greater number. Burials were present across the adedcanot appear to be
sited by period. There were notable concentrations éa Arand Area 1
(including Trench 1 of the 1993 evaluation), which may haueda part of a
single large group (Figures 6, 64).

5.2.5 Ditches [527] and [1041] appeared to form a linear boudeayroughly
north-south alignment and may have represented amahtgivision within
the cemetery dated to th& and 2° centuries (Figures 5,6).

5.2.6 There is little other evidence for cemetery oggitn, although there were a
number of ditches [1037]/[589], [654] and [703], which may havenéar
part of an enclosure/precinct situated in the centralgfdhe site dated to the
2".3" century. A small number of burials were present witharea of this
putative enclosure, as well as a single crematios.dossible that the feature
was entirely unrelated to the cemetery, but this wouldapmpederately
unlikely. The general absence of burials within this arealmegartly due to
extensive later disturbance, but may also point to treepoe of a
mausoleum of relatively high status. The two inhumatibom the
excavation and one inhumation from the evaluationtémtavithin this area
are both undated, while the cremation is Bfcntury date. It is entirely
possible that all four burials predate the constructich@putative enclosure
and that it contained a mausoleum, of which no tracevad within the
excavated area.

5.2.7 A number of other linear features and pits/postludlB®man date were also
excavated. These did not form any appreciable pattemlicaie purpose or
function (Figure 5).

Cremations

5.2.8 Atotal of 19 certain cremation burials (20 individuaere identified, along
with four further features that had a high probabilitypeing cremations from
which all bone had been lost. Each of these containathh bone from a
single individual, with the exceptions of cut [518], whidntained two
bodies and cut [680], which had been so badly truncateddhabne was
recovered. A burial urn was recovered from each buridl the exception of
[1015] from which no urn was recovered. The cremationsamamarised on
Table 1 in approximate date order.
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5.2.9 Nearly all of the cremations had suffered a degfre®incation. Most of the
cremations appeared to be sited towards the front oftthe®se to London
Road, which had suffered the greatest degree of medmosttmedieval and
modern disturbance, although two examples were ideshfifieher back from
the frontage ([1074] and [4025]). It is likely that many crearet had been
destroyed prior to the archaeological excavations.

5.2.10 Most of the cremations were associated witlepgosherds from other
vessels. The practice of smashing other pots at theofilmgrial and placing
the fragments in the cremation pit along with thenmassel, or adding an
entire new vessel to the cremation pit, is a buitaét noted to be frequent in
Romano-British Gloucester. Other objects, includimgetal pin, a complete
ceramic oil lamp, iron nails, glass vessels and dataopper alloy spoon
were also found associated with the cremation pits.

5.2.11 Table 1 and Figure 64 indicate that no conclusionsecdrawn from the
available evidence as to change within the crematiemwith regard to age or
sex, from the pre-Flavian period through to tifec2ntury. In the pre-Flavian
period, cremation appears to be the only method of Kigsiakpt for
inhumation [603] discussed in section 5.2.32), with inhumatémo iming
almost as popular during th& 2" century (six inhumations and nine
cremations). There are no cremations dated latertbiea#® century, after
which inhumation becomes the only identified burial rlteis is moderately,
but not particularly unusual; inhumation did not generadlgome popular
until the 3% century, but there are numerous examples of eanfiemiations,
while cremations are also known, though much more raratyl, the A
century.

5.2.12 The ages of the individuals covered all ranges) frew-born to mature
adult, with both males and females represented (Figurd Bd¥e results
suggest that the cremation rite of burial within this popaatvas not the
preserve of any particular age or gender group. Althougbaimple is small
and few of the cremations could be accurately sexsdpparent that early
cremation was not reserved for military personnethati€ingsholm fort and
later Gloucester fortress. The presence of femalg<laildren may, of
course, represent the families of soldiers, partigutanior officers who
might have had spouses and children with them, althougit)illocal
families of legionnaires may also have been affottiedrite. It is well
known, however, that cremation became the favouredIbiteahroughout
‘Romanised’ Britain during the first two centuries AD andsvisg no means
restricted to military personnel even in the earlgsiods. It is unfortunate
that the majority of Pre-Flavian cremations are ungewéh only a single
probable male and a probable female.

5.2.13 The cremation pits were a variety of shapes.nidgority were sub-oval or
oval, although sub-square and irregular cuts were alsernires
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5.2.14 Two possible examples of an external burial streietere present in Area 2.
Posthole [609] may have represented a grave-markerdoration [585] and
posthole [664] may have represented a grave-marker foatioani644].

Table 1: Cremation Burials

Burial Number | Date Age Sex
168/169 Pre-Flavian Young adult ?Male
582/583 Pre-Flavian Adult ?
656/657 Pre-Flavian Adult ?
671/672 Pre-Flavian Mature adult ?
680 Pre-Flavian No bone ?
693/694 Pre-Flavian Middle adult ?Female
115/116 f century Mature adult ?
632/633 § century Mature adult Female
518/517 fearly 29 century| Mature adult ?
576/577 f-early 2% century| Young adult Male
585/586 fearly 2% century| Seven years ?
674/675 f-early 29 century| Mature adult ?
682/683 f-early 2% century| Old adult ?
1009/1010 T-early 2% century| Middle adult ?Male
1015/1016 T-early 2° century| Birth-6 months ?
1074/1075 T-early 29 century| Juvenile ?
4025/4026 T-early 29 century| Mature adult ?
146/147 2 century Middle adult Male
158/159 2 century Adult and juvenile ? and ?
666/667 2 century Mature adult ?
Inhumations

5.2.15 Atotal of 39 inhumation burials were recovered fBdngraves. The

5.2.16

Gloucester City Archaeology Unit had previously recodeseventeen bodies
in 1993, of which two were equivalent to burials excavated dtnmgresent
phase of work. In total, therefore, 54 identifiable inlation burials have
been recovered from the site. Quantities of disdetied bone were also
recovered from a minimum of four individuals, but akelly to represent
many more than this. No dating evidence was provided fdGkingcester
Archaeology evaluations, which inhibited integrationto$ skeletal material
with the results of the excavation. The inhumatiocressammarised on Table
2 (Excavation) and Table 3 (Evaluation) and are illustratdhhematically on
Figure 64. The inhumations are given in date order oreTalibut no precise
dating was available for the inhumations recovered duhegevaluation.

The burials did not form a continuous spread athessrea, but were
positioned in two main groups with other, dispersed, indivgpiesent
throughout the site (Figure 64). The two groups comprise the dgaap in
the northern part of Area 4 and the burials immediatetyre northwest in
Area 1, located in both the evaluation and the cuarcéavations. The two
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groups were very close to each other and may, in fage, fegpresented a
single large concentration, possibly a family group. dispersed nature of
the remaining burials, in which large gaps existed whefgunials were
present, appears mainly to reflect the pattern of blugaér intrusions, such
as the medieval hospital and the post-medieval ¢céltawever, had a
significant, artificial, impact on apparent distribution.

5.2.17 No clear evidence for burial structures was recdvyaven the area. It has
previously been suggested that the burials were grouped arousdle@a No
evidence for such structures has been located in thenpeesmvations,
although it is possible that a substantial enclosureagong a mausoleum
was present within the site area. It should be notedeWewthat the
interpretation of an enclosure is based on a numbditatf sections,
separated by baulks and modern disturbances. It is & sdenest that the
densest groupings of inhumations lay outside this possiblestme,
suggesting that the area within the feature was, aftepitstruction,
purposely kept sterile with the exception of a possible sigtus burial at the
centre.

5.2.18 No wooden remains were present within the gratesugh many of the
graves contained nails, indicative of the preseneeoaiden coffins. A
possible external burial structure also appeared in tlae imf@imation [178]
had a closely associated post-hole, which may haveaitedl the presence of
a grave-marker. It should be noted, however, that plesthd6] contained
medieval pottery and may not, therefore be contemyporar

5.2.19 The great majority of the inhumation burials veengine, although it was not
possible to tell in all cases. There were a totahade prone bodies, one of
which was decapitated. Two other decapitated burials ieygeesent. Two
of the fifteen additional burials recovered by Glouee§lity Archaeology
Unit in 1993 were prone (100 and 108), and one was supine andtdtszhpi
(92). Therefore, out of a total of 54 burials, there waght deviant burials
(14.85%). Prone burials comprise 9.99% of the assemblage acalotg with
8.8% at the Roman cemetery in Cirencester (McWhiat,€982). At the
Lankhills Roman cemetery in Winchester (Clarke, 1979), hewehe
percentage of prone burials was only 0.5%.

5.2.20 Ingeneral it is believed that prone burials reddither from carelessness or
from disrespect. In the latter case, these gravesdedndee isolated on the
fringes of cemeteries. There seems little evidencéhfeat the site. It would
seem likely, at first glance, that the child burial84&] and [4057] were the
result of carelessness; however [1028] was cut intach {iD26] which
might represent an early division within the cemetesyile [4057] was also
decapitated, which indicates that some care had beemwatkethe
inhumation. The remaining two prone burials were [4043] 4061]. The
former contained a prone adult female of 40-50 years alathgaw infant
aged 0-6 months. The burial was included within the densest ggoapi
skeletons and itself cut several graves containing sup@letens. It is
possible that this burial represented an otherwise wallected aged woman
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dying in or soon after a very late childbirth and periapged prone to
placate gods/relatives/authorities, but not sufficieatlgthematised to move
her from the family plot. Burial [4061] contained a pronagle of 50-60
years, again within the dense family group. It is of samterest that three of
the four prone burials were present within this dense grbopra@ls. The
1993 evaluation revealed two prone burials. Burial (100) ceusata
female aged 55+ years and burial (108) consisted of a child bgati&
years; carelessness may again have resulted indhe position of the child.

5.2.21 The two remaining decapitated skeletons were a [@8d] and an adult
female [1021]. Burial (92) consisted of a supine male aged 88rs ywith
the skull placed beneath the knees.

5.2.22 A single crouched burial [178] was also present. Cealctrials of 2-4™
century date are known from Kingsholm and it is consalékely that this
represents a survival of native tradition (Heighway 1980).

5.2.23 Alison Taylor (pers. com.) considers this to batlzer high percentage of
unusual burials compared to many other sites. These ¢fesial also tend
to be later (3-4" century) and are associated generally with poor rural
settlements, rather than urban sites. In generalgpod decapitated bodies
tended to be spatially associated with one another,camdl fon the outskirts
of cemeteries. This does not appear to hold true at 124-130 h.détwhd,
although it is difficult to say what may have conggtua boundary at this
site.

5.2.24 A total of four child burials were recovered from ¢valuation and a further
four from the excavations. Two adolescents (1007) and (404 aso
located during the excavations. The percentage of chi{ésetuding the
adolescents) from the study area is (14.85%) of which 50%isted of
deviant burials. Two burials were prone, one prone andodated and one
supine and decapitated.

5.2.25 The percentage of children from the site appearsadjgreomparable with
other excavated Roman cemeteries (14.1% in the east@etery of Roman
London, 20% at St. Bartholomews, London, 17.4% at Cistecand 23.9%
at Lankhills) (Mackinder, 2000). It must be remembered, kewehat the
present site does not constitute an entire, discestetery, but forms part of
a much larger cemetery extending a considerable distammg labndon
Road. It is not within the bounds of this report to afieta establish overall
demographics for this larger cemetery.

5.2.26 There were 23 males and 21 females, which couldsigmed sex (or
probable sex). The cemetery is, therefore, unusuaairthiere is no clear
preponderance of males over females. In this, it igpeoable to the Watling
Street cemetery (Mackinder, 2000), Poundbury (Waldron, 1994) acaster
(Cox, 1989). Very few skeletons could be accurately ascabiezght,
although the stature of six males (between 1.62m and 1 &&riwo females
(both about 1.58m) could be ascertained. The impressien,gherefore, is
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that males were slightly taller than females, batgample is too small for
meaningful statistical analysis.

Table 2: Inhumationsfrom 2002 Excavations

Burial | Date Age Sex Position Alignment
No.
1028 f'c C. 7 years ? Prone ENE-WSW
107 Flearly % | c. 25-35 years ?Male Supine NNE-SSW
1006 ?eq| I*-early 2% | 15-16 years Male Supine E-W
GC 81
1021 flearly 29 | Adult Female Supine, NE-SW
decapitated?
1031 flearly 29 | 20-24 years Female Supine E-W
1034 eq | I™“early 27 | 30 years + ?Female Supine N-S
GC 112
603 Pre-Flavian 20-25 years ?Male Supine NE-SW
658 2% 20-25 years Female Supine N-S
3040 29¢c 25-30 years Male Supine N-S
4040 29¢c 12-15 years ?Female Supine NW-SE
4043 29¢ 40-50 years & | Female & ? Prone & ? E-W
0-6 months
4051 29¢c 20-23 years ?Male Supine N-S
661 3040 ¢ 25-35 years ? ?Supine E-W
677 3040 ¢ 18-20 years Female Supine NNW-SSE
1012 eq | 394" ¢ Adult ?Female Supine NE-SW
GC104
1083 4 c 40-50 years Male Supine NE-SW
4007 I4c 43-55 years ?Male Supine N-S
4010 I4c 40-50 years Male Supine NW-SE
4013 I4c 60+ years Male Supine N-S
4016 I4c Adult ?Male Supine N-S
4019 34 c 40-50 years Female Supine NW-SE
4031 34 c Adult ? Supine N-S
4034 3 4c c. 50 years Female Supine E-W
4037 34c 55+ years ?Male ?Supine NE-SW
4068 ¥4 c Adult &c. 1 &7 ?2&7? NE-SW
year
178 Undated 25-35 years ?Male Crouched E-W
524 Undated 30-40 years Female Supine NE-SW
685 Undated c. 4 years ? Decapitated, WNW-ESE
Supine
719 Undated 50+ years Male Supine WNW-ESE
3008 Undated 40-50 years Male ?Supine WNW-ESE
3031 Undated c. 30 years Male Supine NE-SW
3034 Undated 30-40 years Female Supine NE-SW
4022 Undated 40-50 years Female Supine N-S
4054 Undated 50-60 years Male Supine N-S
4057 Undated 7-9 years ? Prone, decapitagted N-S
4061 Undated 50-60 years Male Prone N-S
4070 Undated 20-25 years Female Supine N-S
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Table 3: Inhumationsfrom 1993 Evaluation

Burial Number Age Sex Position Alignment
74 28-30 years | Male Supine N-S
77 24-25years | ? Supine N-S
80 c. 6 years ? Supine N-S
83 55+ years ?Male Supine E-W
86 Mature Adult ?Male ? ?

89 30-35years| Female Supine N-S
92 30+ years Male Supine, Decapitatdd-S

95 Adult Female | Supine N-S
100 55+ years Female Prone N-S
105 eq 1014/[1012] Adult ?Female Supine N-S
108 8 years ? Prone N-S
113 eq 1035/[1034] 24-30 years | Femalg Supine N-S
116 60+ years Female Supine N-S
119 Adult ?Male ? ?

122 9-10 years ? ? ?

125 Adult Male ? N-S
134 30-40 years | Female¢ Supine E-W

5.2.27 Grave goods were relatively scarce and are destussletail in Appendices
3-5. Burial (1084) was an adult male with a coin of Allecis113) held
within its left hand. Burial (1014) was a probable adult fenbaried with a
purse/bag of eight coins (SM10) and with two bracelets@img her left
wrist (SM11).
5.2.28 Burial (659) was an adult who had been buried weabngcalet on the
lower, left arm (SM8). Burial (4066) was an adult of undeired sex
associated with a brooch, a buckle and a belt plate/edl as a pottery
beaker. The grave is dated to t/fe48' century, a time when wearing a
brooch had become uncommon; the buckle is a teazly 3% century
military type. The grave cut [4068] also contained an infa@67) aged
about 1 year, which was associated with a copper aligy(8M21).
5.2.29 Burial (4036) was associated with a coin (SM15) amgbpet bracelet,
broken into five fragments (SM14 & 23) situated just betb&pelvis. Burial
(4039), an adult male, had a coin (SM16) placed just belewelvis, a
spearhead (SM28) and an iron object (SM33).
5.2.30 Cremation [682] was associated with a copper glogrs Glass vessels
were found in cremation pits [576], [582], [656], [671], [693] and [1010]
5.2.31 Coffin nails were found with every inhumatiosept burials [178], [1028],
[3008], [4013] and [4016]. Burial [178] was crouched and clearly na¢dbur
in a coffin, while [1028] was a prone child burial that mispaiot have been
placed in a coffin. Burial [3008] was very incomplete arallitk of coffin
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nails may be due to later disturbance. Burials [4013] and [40&6] loth
located in an area of dense burial and evidence foriagsdcoffins may
have been removed by later burials. Nails associatdédeititer coffins or
pyre construction were recovered with cremations [6BG]1] and [693].
Hobnails were found with burials [107], [1006], [678], [3032], [30854i
[3041]. Hobnails were also recovered from cremation [671].

5.2.32 Sherds of pottery were recovered from a numigmagés. This material did
not represent grave goods but may be generally considepeavide a
terminus post quem for the inhumations. In at least one case, howeker, t
pottery appears to be intrusive. Grave [603] contained fatsrof 2°
century pottery, but the grave was very clearly cut bseenation buried in a
Pre-Flavian ceramic vessel. It is possible, but unlikélyt there was curation
of pre-Flavian vessels, which were used for later cremat The inhumation
is therefore also likely to be of Pre-Flavian date regméing a continuation of
native burial practice, with intrusive pottery fromamrecognised later
feature. The possibility that Pre-Flavian vessels oaed to be used for
cremation burials into thé"®century must, however, be considered. This
would introduce uncertainty into one of the more typazing techniques for
cremation burials and would impact on the dating not ohtiae cremations
from this site, but those across Gloucester and pgssaionwide.

5.2.33 A second example of a cremation cutting a buaalaiso identified in the
case of cremation [1015] and inhumation [1031], both apparehifi-early
2" century date.

5.2.34 The results of the excavation have identifiati parts of the cemetery had
been re-used, or intensively used over a long period of tuitle a number of
burials cut by later inhumations. Of particular notehesrelationship between
[1006] and [1012] where the earlier burial, [1006], must havadyrbeen
de-fleshed as the bones appeared to have been ‘movedmr®ke room
for the later burial.

5.2.35 There appears to be no significance to orientatigraves; both east-west
and north-south alignments being present from theehtury through to the
4™ century, although north-south aligned graves are mmrenon
throughout. There appears to be no significant divisitwédxn sexes or
adults and children, with all ages and sexes presennwithidense group in
the eastern part of the site, although Figure 64 suggestsnaigy
inhumations in the northwestern corner of the siit) scattered female
inhumations through the central part of Area 2. It is uofaate that
inhumation [661] within this latter area is unsexed, sihe¢ would either
support or disprove entirely any suggestion of division by lseshould also
be noted that the female burials in this area areomistent in date, but
range from the ¥ century through to thé®34™ century. It is more likely that
this apparent distribution is entirely fortuitous.
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5.2.36

5.2.37

5.3

5.3.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

5.3.4

5.3.5

5.3.6

The osteological report on the burials recovieoghl from the evaluation
(1993) and the excavation (2002) is included as Appendix 1. Individual
skeletal recording sheets are held as part of the archive.

In general, therefore, it is possible to concludebtita the cremation and
inhumation burials comprise a very incomplete sampfeafof a much
larger cemetery extending along London Road. The statistata resulting
from the excavations must be viewed in this light.

Medieval (Figures 47, 65)

Medieval features identified during the course @ktkcavations appeared to
be predominantly associated with the medieval hospitat. Mary
Magdalene. Preservation of medieval features was dgneoar.

The earliest feature identified consisted of twalleh 11"-12" century
ditches in the northeastern part of the study are@a(&j, which may
represent a trackway. These features were entirelyatieteto other medieval
features. A roughly north-south ditch [571] was presettiercentral part of
Area 2 and was cut by later boundary ditch [568].

Two large north-south aligned ditches [621] and [S&jroximately 3m
apart, were present within the central part of AredtBoagh neither could
be traced to the south of this area due to extensivenpeieval and modern
disturbance. Ditch [621] terminated within the site avdale [568] extended
northwards beyond the site boundary and was linked withrthwest-
southeast aligned ‘feeder’ [623], which may have been addzdglightly
later date.

It is probable that ditches [621] and [568]/[623] formed gfalte boundary
to the medieval hospital’s precinct and may represehaage to the precinct
boundary, possibly following an expansion of the hospibahplex. The
dating evidence from the two features is not conclusivieoadh [621]
appeared to be of fZentury date and the primary fill of [568] contained
13"-14" century pottery, which potentially places the consteuctif ditch
[568] up to a century later. Medieval ditch [571] and undattmih §b80] were
both present immediately to the east on a similgnaient and may also
represent features associated with the hospital boundary

A narrow north-south ditch [542] was also presathimthis area,
immediately to the west of ditch [621], although thetreteship between the
two features had been destroyed by modern intrusionpdisisible that this
feature was also associated with the boundary to thathb

These boundary ditches were also identified duringvleation by
Gloucester City Archaeology Unit, where it was suggestatithey had their
origin in the medieval period but were re-dug during thal @/ar, in order

to fortify the precinct (1993). This interpretation was dedlifrom the
recovery of a significant assemblage of t&ntury material. However, in the
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5.3.7

5.3.8

5.3.9

5.3.10

5.3.11

light of the excavation evidence, it was evident thatuGéster Archaeology
Trench 2 cut across the boundary ditches at the pointhteawere cut by an
east-west aligned f'7century ditch, [726]. It has now been demonstrated that
the boundary ditches were of medieval date and wereengted during the
Civil War.

Structural evidence for the hospital itself waated in the form of a
substantial wall fragment [141] and associated stone-lined [dr&3] in the
northwest corner of the study area, as well as twaidinertheast-southwest
aligned stone features (507) and (509).

Feature (507) may have represented an entrancearipo a yard or range
of buildings, as suggested by the wear on the stonesfedhee was
associated with burning, which initially suggested it could lmeen a hearth
or kiln. It is also possible, however, that the heataloration could also have
derived from fire destruction of a range of buildinggpaaeoenvironmental
sample from this feature yielded low levels of burnt ceammixed grain and
weeds likely to represent general domestic waste, poskiblysweepings,
that were burnt at the same time as the stone steudtus unlikely therefore,
that the feature represented a hearth or kiln.

Feature (509) was present 5m to the north of fed&0v®. (it consisted of a
linear arrangement of flat stones and tiles, with laogmded stones at the
eastern end. The feature is not readily interpretablenbytrepresent either a
wall base or, more likely, a section of pavement.

The enclosure award map of 1744, which located thegmositthe medieval
hospital, chapel and the extent of their grounds, did nopace well with the
evidence from the excavation works. The hospital peediaundary, as
portrayed on the enclosure map, was situated approximaely the east of
the later boundary ditch, as identified during excavatiofirea 2 (Figure
65). In addition, the masonry linear features in Areadhdt correspond well
with the outline of the hospital building as markedlmnenclosure map. This
may partly be due to inaccuracies in the enclosure magr{@nmargin of
6m may be seen as small on a map of 25” to one nmtejtaat the ditches
identified in Area 2 were those of the boundary to thepital precinct, but it
is also possible that the ditches represent medievaihptdooundaries and
that the boundary shown on the 1744 plan is that of atlsligktended
hospital subsequent to the early"X&ntury renovations.

Three short sections of east-west aligned [ERB1, [552] and [566] were
also located, cut through the top of the earlier bounditck [621]. These
features also cut north-south ditch [542] and, in the cAf&52], also cut
later boundary ditch [568]. The dating evidence from thestufes is
imprecise, but stratigraphically they are likely to b&-18" century in date.
The purpose of these ditches is uncertain, but theiraeguiangement may
suggest that they were bedding trenches for the hobpitalgarden.
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5.3.12

5.3.13

5.4

5.4.1

5.4.2

5.4.3

5.44

A small section of substantial ditch [164] wasgmet the south of wall
[141], but was badly disturbed by modern intrusions. An wast-gully

[534] and a number of pits and postholes were also prdséntone of these
features can be attributed to any known element ofdbpital or its precinct.

The southeastern part of the study area (Area Bimet remnant ridge-and-
furrow earthworks.

Post-medieval (Figure 57)

Early post-medieval features within the study aogsisted of two
postholes/small pits in the northern part of Area@ amumber of segments
of ditch.

The earliest ditch [1017] dated"t8L 7" century, survived only as a very
short length and cannot be readily interpreted. A sedi@ast-west ditch
[726] represented part of the possible Civil War defenag@siorks
identified by Gloucester Archaeology during evaluationdhérg in 1993.
This ditch cut through three north-south medieval @iclb42], [568] and
[621], which was not readily apparent during the evaluatiohgawe the
impression of a much larger, frequently re-cut featurs.possible, but
unlikely, that [726], at only 2m wide, represents part of@hel War
defences. The very substantial north-south ditch [1056/T24] however,
represent part of these Civil War works. Artefactualenat recovered from
the feature suggests a date df-1B" century and there are at least two re-
cuts. It would seem likely that the ditch represents”hcbﬁtury feature,
which remained open in some form until thé'"lﬁntury. The original ditch
and both re-cuts are sealed beneath a layer of séd{1059), which may
represent the remains of a slight bank.

Two 18/20" century features are also of note. These comprisadje tut at
the eastern end of Area 1, which is notable becausedavesd all evidence of
the medieval boundary ditches within this area. Theectilocated in Area 4
is also of interest as it lay on the same alignrasrd ‘succession of ditches’
discovered within Gloucester Archaeology Evaluatiom€he3 (1993). The
evaluation reportibid) postulated that the ditches in Trench 3 were
equivalent to those present in Trench 2, and togethepresed the boundary
ditch, which surrounded the medieval hospital precintiénl 7 century. It
is likely, in fact that these ditches represent dainaation of the cut for the
culvert, which did not pre-date the™@entury. It is possible, however, that
the culvert may have been a re-cut of an earliehdfor which no evidence
survived within the excavation area.

Four demolished 20" century buildings with associated structures and
features were also present within the site area.
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55 Undated (Figure 60)
5.5.1 Numerous features were present within the studywaheeh could not be

assigned to any date range either from artefactual evidersteatigraphic
relationship. These included a pits, postholes and digphiéss.
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